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OPERATION OF TaST CHALIBER AT WAIGHT FIELD 
by A. M. Jacob 


167) 


Time: Morning. 

Place: Exnerimental Laboratory at Wright Fielc, Dayton, Ohio. 

P. N.. Sutton, oxygen engineer, wearing xygen mask, is seated in an air- 
tight, tar-covered,. cylindrical chamber with an air pressure sirwleting that 
encountered. when flying at 59,000.feet. Various observers kee) watch on him 

, through a heavy plate glass window. Sutton signals test is at an end. He is 
ready to come out. 

The air pressure valve is ‘turned, permitting a stream of outside air with 
its normal oxygen quota. ° to flow into the chamber. The mercury tube on the 
table in the laboratory gradually falls, indicating thet the air »ressure within 
the chamber is changing from that simulating an altitude of 30,000 feet to that 
of 20,000 feet. An engineer unscrers the bolts on the heavy door, but exolains 
that until the »ressure within and without are more nearly equalized it would be 
impossible even to wry the docr oven. 

The — tube on the. tabie slowly falls, indicating en increase in air 
pressure within the chamber until it. simulates that encountered at 7,000 feet. 
Sutton is seen through the glass window to remove the oxygen mask, The observer 
then secures. a:heavy bar of metal and trics to force the door open. ‘This is 

. impossible, but. where the bar. is inserted there is a seevage of air into the 
chamber resembling the thistling of wind.in the teeth of a gale. Sutton is 
seen to cover his ears*with the palms of his hands... The change in »ressure on 
his ear drums is equal to what it -rould be ‘vere he falling several thousand 
feet in an airplane. Sven then cousiderable. time masses before the great door 
can be sang open freohy, Pelé, shut as. it has been by the difference in pressure 
on its to. sides. ms ; 

Sutton steps ont carry ing ike ‘oxygen ayweratus he has been testing, and ex 
cept for a slight drumming in his ears feeling none the ‘yorse for having been 
sealed up vith an air.pressure less then half of normal. This interesting 
niece of testing equinrment arrived et Vricht Field almost a year ago from 
Mitchel Field, Nev York, where it hed been used by the School of Aviation 
Medicine for trying cut the effect of reduced air pressure on different vilots. 
At Wright Field it. vas decided.to incorzorate the lov temserature feature also, 
and the various installations have been comsleted only about a month. 

The chamber is tall.and cyiindrical in shane, nine feet, nine and one-half 
inches inside height, eight feet,.elevem inches inside diameter. It is con- 
structed of Doiler nlate # inch thick, overlaid on the outside by eight inches 
of cork. Tar is ay lied on the cork to make it air-tight. As a low vressure 
and low temperature chember it -ill be used for testing ozygen emeratus, instru- 
ments - the kerosene mixture of a compass stiffened beyond functioning at 37 
degrees belo zero recently, electrically. — ogsies, oils, high altitude 
clothing, camera equinrwent, and many other ite Tnside the valls are com- 
pletely surrounded by to rovs of seat pli iy eosle. To expansion valves 
inside and t:10 outside control the temperature. There are also one vecuum valve 
inside and one outside for extracting air from the cylinder, and an equal number 
of air pressure valves for restoring it. . 

An air nressure equal to that encoumtered at 50,000 feet could be brought 
about in the cylinder in axyoroximately fifty miruves. The lowest temperature 
-preduced has been -50. degrees 0; (-53 degrees. Fehr.) This test chember is ex- 
pected to prove extremely .valuable. for Materiel Division axperigaiel work. 
wan Q0Q——= 


Dedication services for isidodias Field,. ‘gon Antonio, Texas, will be held on 
June 20th and 2lst. ‘he field-hasz been under construction for over a year. It 
is estimated that aporoximately 100 mildings vill be under construction at the 
time of dedication. 
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NEW TOW TARGET RsLEASE MECHANISMS TESTED. 


In order that tow targets, after having been fired woon, may be dro red fro, 
planes and fresh ones substituted without rewinding the cable and manually attach. 
ing them, two new types of release mechanism have been designed for use with the 
standard B-9A target. One tyne was designed at Phillios Field, Md., and the 
other at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. Preliminary tests have been run on each, 
but decision has not yet been made as to the one ‘hich will »rove sunerior for 
adontion. 

The old mechanism had a release catch on the end of the cable. When it was 
desired to drop the target, a bell »lunger was sent dowm the cable which un- 
Snapped the catch. The new devices have no releases on the end of the cable, fy 
the Phillips Field design, a »lunger backs vu» against a knot tied in the cable, 
When the other plunger comes dowm with a fresh target and makes contact, it 
forces the first one open and the target drops. In one test, ten tow targets 
were successfully exchanged in flight with apparent ease of % eration. 

The Materiel Division design consists of a steel bar with a latch at one 
end and a trip on the other. As the new target comes dovm the cable a ring is 
forced over the trip, depressing it. This action lifts the latch at the other 
end, releasing the old target. Unon release of the old target the latch s»rings 
back, actin; as a catch for the new target. By releasing the target as each am 
comletes firing, the ercentag se of successful hits of each may be learned. 

---000--- 


SPARE PARTS FERRIED BY AIR TO STRANDED AIRMEW IN MaxICO 


Rush orders were received at the San Antonio Air Depot, Dunsan Field, Texas, 
from the Chief of the Materiel. Division of the Air Corns, for Lieut. Ames S. Albm 
and Mr. Adolph Feuster, Airslane Engine Mechanic, of the Engineering Derartment 
of the Depot, to proceed by air to Tanachula, in the State of Chianvas (one of the 
southernmost states ), Mexico, for the wurnose of carrying necessary snare ‘arts 
and making renairs to the C-2 Trans»ort which was. being ferried from Panama to 
Wright Field by Major Jacob E. Fickel, Lieuts. Albert F.. Hegenberger and innis (. 
Whitehead of the ivateriel Division. The Trans»ort had been forced down at 
Tapachula on account cf engine trouble. 

On the morning of the following day Lieut. Albro took off with Mr. Fenster 
in an A-3 plane for Vera Cruz, via Brownsville, Texas, reaching there that. day 
and Tepachula the next day, March 5th. The return flight was begun on the 
9th and covered the same route, Lieut. Albro, solo, arriving at the San Antonio 
Air Desot on the. 10th. Unfortunately, Mr. Fenster bhecaws . suddenly ill: at 
Vera Cruz and was taken to a hosvital in that city. He us re vorted to be greatly 
improved and is ex.xected to return shortly. Othervise, no untoward incident 
marked the flight. . 

Lieut. Albro revorts that the utmost a» reciation is due for the extreme 

courtesy and hospitality extended our flyers by the Mexican officials and the. 

people with whom they came in contact, our southern neighbors exerting themselves 

to afford every facility and convenience »ossible for expediting this mission. 
--~-000-—— 


MARSHALL FIELD PILOTS CONCHITRATE ON COMMUITICATIONS 


Lieut. Charles T. Skow, Air Corxs, Commnications Officer at Marshall Field, 
Fort Riley, Kansas, has been res»onsible for some particularly effective and con- 
centrated work in radio and »anel training for the vast two months. 

Lieut. Skow devised a ne) code sheet for aerial »rocecure signals and »anels 
which was ado»ted by the Panama Canal Department in 1925. The News Letter Corres- 
pondent exoresses the hope that, with a few revisions now made, it will be adont- 
ed by the War Devartment. This improved system coordinates, simplifies and clari- 
fies radio and panel communication between ground and air. By the use of this nev 
panel system as the new radio receivers now instalied in the ships of the 12th 
Observation Squadron at Marshall Field, excellent results are being secured in 
commnications training. Probably a great deal of this success is due to the ef- 
fort at reducing to a minimum the versonnel failures. Buzzer »ractice is conduct- 
ed each afternoon for all officers failing to accurately receive a test of l2 
words per minute in the air on their last mission. 

-102- _  V-6002, A.C. 








fron 
tach. F 
the FF 


iT 


was 


xas, 
Albro 
nt 
- the 
rts 


s C, 
er 


io 


atly 


lves 


eld, 
con- 


nels 
rres- 
ot- 





PUDDLE JUMPERS TWO, OR THE TALE OF AN EPIC RuSCUE 
Hy the Mitchel Ficld Corres ondent 


One Saturday moriuing not long ago, three of the eleven shios in which the . 
valiant but vanauished scuash warriors had flovm cow to Lengley Field, took off 
on the return trip to Mitchel Field. . The day vas sunny and warm, but the Island 
was a long ways off, and Long Island weather around that time of the year is 

usually anything but sunny and warm. There hadn't been a fog in two days, and 
such a record coulda .ortend nothing but evil. 

So, a scant two hours later, when Major Ryan was leading his intrenid 
warriors across New Jersey, fast ayoroaching the harbor, the ilovietone tug had 
already groped its way out into the harbor and was busy recording the mooings 
of the fog horns in one of the worst fogs of the season. “low Hadley Field is a 
rather obvscure airzlane »arking ground somevhere in New Jersey, vut extremely 
handy in such emergencies, so the three shins landed, walloved through the mad 
wo to the line, and decided to call it a day. No available lodgings »resenting 
themselves, they decided to make it baciz: to home and mother via automobile, and 
send some of the lesser lights for the shins the following morning. 

_. The next day, Lieuts. Olive, Pugh and Anderson started out to gather up the 
stranded ships. The weather was somerhat better, but still nothing to brag 
about, and Hadley Field was still as obscure. as ever - even a little more so, 
considering the fact that none of these officers had ever been there. Then the 
fun began. Olive sneaked under the fog barrier, found the field and landed, but 
from Pugh such fortune was withheld. Sure, he was in New Jersey and so was 
Hadley Field, but as far as getting together was concerned it was a different 
story. He landed in a field which, for lack of a better name, we shall term 
"Black Bottoms," and found that »ontoons would have been much more in order than 
wheels. Says Puga;: "Where em Ii" Wherewoon a duck hunter emerged from his 
blind in a duck boat, and answers: "I'll bite." With that crack Pugh decided 

to do or die and takes off. He went through the motions, tut with each yard the 
bog got boggier and the first thing he imew the tail went u>, the nose went dom 
and the bloody thing was on its back, minus a orop, but othervise as good as neti. 

How to get back to Lieut. Olive. After de»rositing his »assenger, he took 
off to return to Mitchél Field. The nasty weather had closed dorm and he had 
no choice but to return to Hadley Field. Getting in to Hadley that day was 
merely a question of missing the bdisgest -wddles, and as a mddle jumer Olive 
was one of the best -— Anybody at itchel Field can qualify in the wuddle-jumer 
class. With his eagle eve he chose a ath dorm the field between two of the 
largest. The sad nart of this tale is that a third -mddle lay in waiting. It 
vas a nice micky kind of a -wddle - oozy black mad -— and he caught it squarely 
just before he stopped rolling, but not without enouch forvard momentum to turn, 
the trick. So-over went mumber two. This time the ship took a real beating, 
but Olive scrambled out of the muck, unhurt, and surveyed the wreck from a dis-_ 
tance. Imagine how vexed he mmst have been, because the narting verds of Major 
Ryan had been; "Now be careful, Olive, this is a manny field out here." 

Thus a glorious day was ended ~ Pugh nursing a nasty dis»osition ina 
cranberry bog, Olive a s rained ankle in a cemeeskbe > hotel, ‘and the squash» 
heroes neatly tucked in bed at iitchel Field. | 

In closing I might add that at an Officers' call »rior to the cross-cotmpry, 


Major Ryan hadsaid: "We'll make a problem out of this cross-country." It was a 
 roblem all right, but not the cind we had looked for. | 
~-~-000-~- 


To LIVES LOST IN A FIRE AT WRIGHT FIELD, OHIO- 


Tright Field, Dayton, ‘Ohio, mourns the loss ‘of two most valuable mechanics. 
One of them died the day following a fire which occurred in hangar No. 4 on 
March 18th, and the other passing away on March 28th. Forest Rutledge and Wilbur 
Howitt were at work on a Douglas Ob servation lane when, by accident, the dump 
valve of the tank was “yalled, releasing gasoline which caught fire. Rutledge was 
drenched with the gasoline and Howitt, who was working nearby, tried to assist 
him and was badly burned in the attempt. It was thought at first, however, that 
he had a fair chance of recovery, ans hencé tlie news of his death was’ an especial 
shock. 

Five airplanes were demolished before the flames could’ be extinguished. 
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CATERPILLARS CONTINUE TO LULTIPLY 


It has been some time since "dope" on the Cater>rillar Club ay.eared in the 
News Letter. In the issue of November 29, 1929, it was announced that uw to 
that time 186 candidates had joined the Club and that a total of 195 emergency 
jumps had been made, 9 jumos being reveaters. To Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh, 
with four emergency jumps to his credit, still belongs the distinction, honor, 
glory, or what have you, of bein= the Illustrous High Mogul of this mythical 
organization. No one, howeyer, begrudges him his high standing in the Order, 
nor is any move being contemplated to unseat him from his throne. Fate alone 
will be the only agency which will ever force him to turn the cares of that 
office over to a successor. 

As far as available records show, the membership of the Cater>illar Club 
at this writing totals 214, with 223 emergency jumps. It is by no means cer- 
tain that this record is accurate for, as has been stated on »revious occasions, 
it is virtually impossible to kee» an accurate check on emergency jumps made by 
civilian flyers. 

Initiation into the Cater»illar Club has become such a commonplace occur- 
rence of late that it would ax.ear an emergency varachute jum has descended to 
ayroximately the same strata in news value as such an incident as a dog biting 
aman. If this assumption is correct, the path of the unofficial historian of 
the Caterrillar Club is destined to be strewm with more thorns than ever before. 

To attempt to record the personal tales of those who made jums in the past 
few months would take up too much snace in the News Letter; consequently, just 
a few of the most recent jumos will be touched on at this time. 


JOSEPH A. BULGER, 2nd Lieut., Air Corns, on‘duty with the 15th Observation 

Squadron, Selfridge Field, lit. Clemens, Mich., was recently 
ferrying an 0-2 tyne airplane to the San Antonio Air De »ot. Lieut. Herman F. 
Woolard, of the same organization, and piloting a similar type wlane, accom- 
panied him. 

"We were proceeding from Scott Field, Belleville, Tll., to Hatbox Field, 
Muskogee, Oklahoma," Lieut. Bulger stated, “and had passed over Seymour, Mo., 
at a vproximately 1500 feet altitude. The sun was shining through the clouds, 
the horizontal visibility was: about five miles and we could see the contour of 
this Ozark country distinctly. About ten minutes out of Seymour the ceiling 
abruptly closed down about us, and Lieut. Woolard signaled to go back. In 
turning he was engulfed by the fog and I lost him. I immediately tried to get 
below the fog but saw a stee> slope directly ahead and then decided to get a 
little altitude and fly by instruments back to caynour and try to get down 
through a break and land. 

I managed to reach 2300 feet and my sneed suddenly increased from 110 to 
150 m.p-h. The hand on the bank and turn indicator went to the left and the 
ball to the right, each as far as they would go. ‘The bubble of the climb indi- 
cator was back of center about one inch. With the stick all the way back and 
over to the right, my speed did not lessen and within a moment I lost about 
500 feet altitude. 

Believing the plane. in a sin, and not ne to see, I grasped’ the hand 
grip with my left hand and loosened the safety belt with my right.’ I stood up 
and managed to get both feet on the left edge of the cocknit. Leaning out back- 
wards, still holding onto the hand grip in the upper wing, I wravped my fingers 
firmly around the ring of the rij cord of my varachute and, -wshed off. I delayed 
the jerk a moment, in order to clear the lane, and then felt my big umbrella 
open and sat there quite contented for the balance of my descent. 

I heard the plane crash and began wondering where I would land. I came out 
of the fog, still wondering, about 20 feet above the ground end landed on an 
open gentle slope. I located the >lane nearby and later found my position to be 
about 15 miles Southeast of Sparta, Mo. Things were rather uncertain for a 
while, but I suffered no ill effects from my initiation." 

Lieut. Woolard landed - gue, Moe , and’ »roceeded on to his destination 
the following day. 

. FREDERICK M. HOPKINS, Jr., lst Lieut., Air Corss. Under the cantion "Ventilated 
ARCHIE D. COOK, Private, Air Corps.: es ~ Chutes Prove Useful," the Tews 
ee ' Letter Corresnondent from 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., tells the following story of a double -arachute Jump near 
Chase, Md., on March 11, 19303 
"Lieut. Frederick M. Hopkins, Jr., reached the Patapsco ‘River’ near Baltimore, 
-104- V-65002, A.C. 
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Md. after encountéring only. light. rains, and deictana to wash on to, Bolling, - 
nis deatination. The O-1E, borrowed from the First Obdservation Squadron at 


--yitchel Field, vas functioning as any First Souadron pilot will alvays tell 


you~ perfectly - so the odds were in his favor. 

About tén milés out, the black clouds to the west began to get blacker. 
and nastier ~ a sure sign of fair weather ahead. To go or not to go was the. 
question, but Lieut. ‘Hodkins decided to run the clouds a race to Zolling. 


‘the closest he got to his objective was fifteen miles out, the clouds winning : 


the race aid. enveloping him ina driving rain and wind that vas nobody's 


business... 
‘Freddy decided’ that he was all wet. jn more ways than one and that the 


best thing to do was to turn baci, This decision was heartily secomled by 


“Private Cook, who was holding dovm the rumble seat. After a heart -rending 


ten minutés nore, with only snatches of ground visible, during which Honkins 


divided the time between mopring his gogzles and trying to see his instruments, 


he” ‘finally recognized Ssarrows Point on the Patavsco River. Logan Field 


‘wasn't far, but getting there was another question. 


‘Then the storm hit him in earnest, blocling out all visibility. The air . 


speed was said to travel from 150 to 50 miles an hour and then back again in 
‘a sickening manner, and it became a case of guessing which vey vas up. In 


the midst of a nasty feeling quite similar to a s»yin, Hopkins decided to give 
up the ghost and told Private Cook to »ull freight - wherein begins the reason 
for the title to this story. 

Private Cook did as he was told with remarkable alacrity. He stood up in 
the cockpit and fcund the only direction he could leave the ship was straight 
back. . The fin dealt him a left to the chin and he went out like a light. 


Coming to a second later he was surorised to find himself in mid air, no ground 


in sight, and a chute evidently above him. But it wasn't all billowed out as 
chutes’ usually are. He glanced w) and noted the very obvious reason, i.e., 
in the ~lace of the dome of the chute vas a great gap through which the rain 
and wind were sweeping. The tail surfaces had.claimed the >ilot chute and 
oart of the main silk. Imagine the feeling of falling through the air, not 
being able to see the ground, and the only. means of supvort a chute with. 


‘nothing but the great open s»aces for a dome.. “hile cogitating on this fact, 


a tree came wo and smacked him, and again the land of sweet dreams was his. 
When he came to the second time the battle was over and, aside from being 
bruised, he was uninjured." 

In submitting his official re»ort of his first emergency jumo, Private 
Cock did not exercise his imagination to any extent vorth mentioning. What 
he revlied, in answer to questions (a) to (k) embodied in Air Corns Circular. 


.15-59, May 7, 1928, was as follows:. That the place, date and time of the 


jump was Chase, Maryland, March 11,1930, 1:15 p.m.; that the airplane was an 
OmlE, A.C. 729-289; that he did not know whether or not the aircraft was under 
control at the time of the jump; that he used an Irving seat tyne »arachute; 
hat it was inroossible to teil the »osition of vlane, due to fog and stormy 
weather, the air syeed varying between 50 and 150 m.».h.; that he stood up 
and attemoted to go over the side but, being prevented by the gun mount, went 
over the back’ of fuselage; that the cause of the jam) vas fog and.rain and 
very terrific wind storm; that he does not remember pulling the rin cord due 
to being hit by the fin. He was descending very fast, and when he lool-ed 
above the parachute aypeared half oven and was torn; that the velocity of the 
wind was abcut 40 miles, weather conditions being very bad and stormy; and, 
lastly, that he hurt his back slightly due to being hit by the fin: or when 
landing in a tree. 

Lieut. Hopkins! report of his jump is _ ne and $0; -wabeteiie 
tially,as follows: 

"The aircraft was out of ounsue at the time of the jum, the estimated 
engine speed being about 1950 r.-.m. 

I believe the aircraft had stalled and was falling off to the left. It 
was raining oo hard, I could not see airspeed indicator, altimeter, or turn 
and bank indiwator. I unbuckled my safety belt and tried to stand up. With 
my left hand and right leg I ~ushed myself out of the plane, going out: left 


‘ shoulder first. 


Lieut. Merritt landed at Mitchel Field, N.Y. just before I cleaeed. He 
told me that there was light rain at Washington. The 8:00 a.m. Meteorological 
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revort was satisfactory for flying. Flying conditions at Mitchel Field, IV.y., 
at time of take off were cood, with ayoroximately a 20-mile cross-wind to my 
course. I took off at.10:00 a.m., ani set a course of 220 des. The cross wing 
became a head wind of an nroximately 30-35 m.».h., for I reached the bend in the 
Delaware below Trenton, N.J. at 11:00 a.m. (70 m.>>.h. ground sneed). I soon en 
countered avery light drizzle with visibility good. As I avyoroached within 15 
miles of Philadelphia, Pa., we had to »vass through a light rain which was severe 
enough to keep my head almost all of the time on my instruments. Ground visibil- 
ity was good, however. 

I ran. out. of rain into a drizzle on an roaching Vilmington, Del., which 
continued until I assed Logan Field, Deltimore, Nd. I crossed the Patansco 
River at Daltimore at 1500 feet and »roceeded on to Vashinston. When I was 
within 15-20. miles of Washington, I saw to my right a storm ayroaching from the 
West. The clouds were dark, blue and gray, and heavy rain was falling. I had 
been flying at 1725-1750 r.n.m., and I advanced the engine svneed in order to get 
to Bolling Field before.the storm struck me. It became evident that the storm 
was coming faster than. I had estimated, and that it would be necessary for me to 
pass through it if I were to get, to Bolling Field. In a fev: minutes I vas in 
clouds and rain (1500 feet) and decided that I would have a better chance if I 
turned back and went in at a lower altitude. I turned back out of the rain and 
Clouds aid dropped to 800 feet and tried to go through the rain. I soon gave 
this uo and turned back, ho»vinz to reach Logan Field, Ealtimore, Md., before the 
vind and rain. I began to fly frontal to the clouds in a moderate rain but 
veered to: the east so as not to get cauzht in it. I struck Chesazeake Tay about 
50 miles east of Baltimore and turned tovards Logan Field. 

I Located the trolley loo» near Snarrovs Point, Md., and tried to fly at 
400 feet along the railroad into Logan Field. It was raining rather hard and it 
was impossible to locate Logan Field. The rain was. cutting me off - the wind vas 
high and blowing, hard. I then decided to fly farther back on my course to 
Aberdeen or Philadelphia, or land in some field and wait. In order to »revent 
being forced down in. Chesapeake EBay, I set a course of 50 degrees compass, which 
I maintained until I finally left the aircraft. I started climbing, and at about 
1,000 feet went into the clouds. The rain became heavier and I saw the ground 
only once in a while. I was ‘constantly mox».ing one goggle lens after the other. 
I was Kent busy watching my airsveed indicator eand.compass. I was bent so far 
toward front that I could hot sée ‘the turn and: bank indicator. 

For a@ time I managed to kee» a fairly even keel, but. soon I was first in a 
dive (150.m.9.h.) and then in a stall:(50 m.>.h.). I made quite 'a few of these. 
The rain vas so.severe that I sushed my gozgeles w) and moyjed one eye after 
another. «I: went into a stall and had the- sensation of the plane falling off to 
the right. ’ I tried to see the ‘instrument :board but corrected for my sensation 
and put all‘controls in nevtral.’ I then felt as if I had fallen off to the left 
and decided then that Private Cook hac better be out of that mess. I tried to 
yell to him to jump.. He evidently was: ready, wut I only had a feeling he had 
left me ~- I could not see him. Zvervthing vas getting vorse and I decided that 
I had better leave,.too. I — at about eed feet, althougi I did not 
see the altimeter. 

' I did not have my hand on tiie: rip. cond am ‘I left the mlane. I had no 
sensation of falling and did not ‘see the ground until after my »arachute hute had onen- 

“I remember feeling for. the cord (I.had a ‘pair of personal gloves on), pulled 
tt, and have not seen it since.’ “It seemed that no sooner had I wulled than some- 
thing struck me.very violently. I looked. wo,and saw the webbing twisted and for 
an instant did not see the parachute.: As I dropped, I soon saw the chute above 
me ‘and lookea down... I looked right at the plane as it. made a turn and hit the 
water at about 30-45 degrées, a fet? yards froma small fishing vier. I saw Cook 
below me anc he was very ‘close to where the plane had gone in. I wondered then 
where I was going.to hit, and ‘looking down saw a creek about 35-40 feet wide. I 
remémber thinking, ‘you vould land’in that,'! and the next thing I mew I was in 
it on my back and, thei uw to my shoulders, I remember oscillating on the way 

down, but do not remember carihg mach about it. As soon as I hit the water 
I lost all sense-of orientation. I tried to swim to the creel bank but the 
winter flying suit and fhoccasins were! so: heavy, I simply crawled in. I do not 
believe anyone could have swam far.’ -I cravyled on a knoll, unbuckled my varachute 
my watch read 1:15 P.M." 

The Mitchel Field Ceorres»ondent states that Private Cook's jump is another 
victory for the Irvin chute. Granted that they work better when all the panels 
are intact, this descent is a striking example of saving a life in an 
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extreme gi This case has cone: paralieled eédune, ‘but it brings home once 
more the fact that these things we sit on are something more than a »illov. 


ALON. Ss. saan, Staff Sergeant, 12th Observation Souadron, Air Corps, was a nas- 

seiges in a Uoutas %-H airplane piloted by 2nd Lieut. Alexander 
B. Orr, Air Comps Reséx ve, Fobruary 6, 1930, At about 4:15 >.m., when two miles 
east of. Van 0: ars Texas, and at en alti tace of about 1600 feet, the »lane colliced 
with airplane” piloted by 2nd Lieut. Carl 2. Storrie, Air Corns. The plenes were 
neking a formation flig ht for the weds of Tactical Training for Pilots 

Sergeant ‘Fatrar stated that the »ronxcller of Lieut. Storrie's airolene cut 
off the, vertical’ fin, upver half of rudder and vart of the left elevator of the 
airplane ‘iloted by Lieut. Orr, in which he vas acting as observer. Lieut. Orr 
brought the airplane amarently under control down from ansroximately 1500 feet 
to 600 feet ‘before it went into alnost a vertical dive vinich occurred about the 
time Sergeant Farrar jumped. 

"The air speed was avout 135 miles ».er hour at the time I left the ship," 
Sergeant Farrar stated. “It was diving at an increasing angle, ayoroaching the 
vertical. At the time I left the ship it was’ diving at an angle of about 40 
degrees frem horizontal. I crawled cut of the cocispit, stood on the ste»y and 
pushed off backward with my legs. I recall no abnormal mental reactions. My 
thoughts, as I remember, vere as to wheth ier or not the Dilot got out. 

Due to-oscillation I landed on my back, but doubled up in a ball as I hit 
and received no injuries. I think the frame of the back tyne chute helped to 
protect my back at: the time and -srevented it being wrenched." 

In connection with the above varacimie jum) cf Sergeant Farrar, the Chief 


-of the Air Corps; ‘6n March. 26th; adiréssed: t6 him the following letter: 


"On February 6, 1930, the Army airsiane in which you were flying as observer 
with end Lieutenant Alexaader’B. Orr, Ai? Corvs Reserve, vilct, collided in flight 
with another’ Army’ airdlane near Kélly Field, Texas. 

It arpears that you at’ dncé noted that serious damage had occurred to the 
vertical fin, rudder and‘lift elevator and that you immediately aan the 
pilot's attention andendeavored to aséertain whother he desired you to junm from 
the plane. It further ‘dévelops that you sent a radio message to your station, 
Dodd. Field, Fort: Sam Howston, advising thet station of your »vlight; that you 
crawled out on the stens on the side of the airzlane and again tried to determine 
whether tae pilot. désired’ you to‘leave the’ damaged craft. As you understood that 
he told you’ to” jtimp, you did so at once: ‘and landed safely with your »arachute near 
the airplane which * vent ° ‘into ‘a spin end" Was wrecked, resulting in the death of 
Liettenant- Ores , 

On this occasion "you pettorned your aunty in a most commendable manner before 
jumping from the damaged plane, and you only resorted to the use of your parachute 
when a crash was imainent. By vowr_ cool action ana quick thinking you *yrobably 
averted serious injury or death, pd: you made every effort to acquaint the pilot 
with the danger. “It is corisideved: that your conduct was most commendable and 
worthy of the ayet Senne: of the service." 
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CHTEE OF ame SORPS DIRACTS AERIAL MAWEUVERS VIA RADIO 

Ma.jor--Genstal. ‘Saneuit Z. Recht, Chie? of:the Air Corns, arrived at Rockwell 
Field, Coronado, Calif., ‘March i8th, for the surpose cf insvecting the activities 
of that field andthe Rockwell Air Denot and conferring vith the officers of the 
08st concerning | ‘the Air Corps Menetvers now talcing place at Mather Field, Calif. 

The flight‘ from Santa: lionica, Calif., to San Diego, in which General Fechet, 
in a Keystone Bomber, was »iloted by Cavtain Ira ©. Eaker, was accomoanied by 18 
planes from the 95th Pursvit Squadron, Rockwell Field. These escort planes met 
General Fechet at ‘San Juan Canistrano, Calif. On his flight to Rockwell Field, 
General Fechet used intor- hone radio comminication, the system which was recently 
worked out at Rockiell Meld. ‘In the General's plane was a tv0o-Tay radio, with 
which he commmicated with ‘the officer in comnend of the Pursuit formation of 
18 planes. General’ Fechet's orders, woon being received bythe officer, were 
relayed to each flight leadér of a groun of three planes who, in turn, relayed 
the instructions by ari’ signals to the »ilot of each plane in the grown. Upon 
reaching Rockwell Field, General Fechet was greeted by Major A.L. Sneed, the 
Sere 3 Officer. The General left the following day for Mather Field, via 
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S=RVICE IN THE ROYAL AIR FORCE © 
From The Reval Air Force Quarterly 


"The Editecr has done me the honor of asking me to contri>ute an article 
te the first number of the Air Force Quarterly on the subject of service in 
the Royal Air Ferce. I assume that his hepe is to interest the non-Service 
reader, Since tncre is little te be said which would be news to the members 
of the Force woc experience its joys and sorrows ccily in their own persons. 

"On tnis assumption, I will net apoligize for beginning with the state- 
ment that the Reral Air Force is a third and indenendent fighting Service. 

"It seems curious to have to say this, seeing that the institution of 
the Royal Air Force as a Service separate from the Army and Navy dates from 
April, 1918, but we still constantly find that it is not realized. 

"Before dealing with service in the Force, it may not be out of place to 
exolain how tc enter it. This can most conveniently be done under the head- 
ings of:- 

"(a) Permanent officers. 

"(b) Shert-service officers, 

"(c) Other ranks. 


PERMANENT COMMISSIONS 

"The permanent officer enters through the Royal Air Force College at 
Cranwell in Lincholnshire, an institutien similar to the well-known Reval 
Military Acacemr at Weolwich, Roval Military College at Sandhurst, and Royal 
Naval Colleze at Dertmeuth. 

"Here he is given a two-years' intensive coursc, practical and theoretical, 
While Service sudjects naturally predominate, the general aim is not to turn 
the cadet inte an aeronautical engineer, which obvicusly could not be done in 
the time, but to give him a sound foundation on which to build subsequently. 

"Somewhat cf a nevelty verhaps at a Service college is the inclusion of 
English and English literature with a view to stimulating interest and imprev- 
ing power cf expressicn. From the lack of the latter we of an older Scrvicc 
generation have often suffered. We want tc aveid the @iticism once passed cn 
& Similar esta»dlishment, namely, that it gave the best pessible training and 
the werst vessible educaticn. 

"Last, but by ne means least, the cadet is taught te fly. 

"A permaient cemmissicn can alse be obtained frem the universities on much 
the same lines as an Army cemmissicn. In this case, the cfficer gets his Ser- 
vice training at a Flying Training Scheel, after jeining the Service, theugh 
he is new adle at Oxfcrd or Cambridge te de much cf his greund training and tc 
learn te fly by jeining the University Air Squadrcn. 


a 
$s 


SHORT-SERVICE COMMISSIONS 

"The shcrt-service cemmissicn is a new departure and censequently requires 
perhaps semewact fuller treatment. 

"I believe I am correct in saying that in every Air Force in every country 
a non-permanent body of pilots has proved necessary. Working backwards from 
the higher apoointments, it is obvious that, if a permanent career is to be 
open to every »nermanent officer, the number of entrants on a permanent com 
mission must be limited. Moreover, aviation, especially military aviation, is 
a rapidly develeping science. Energy, keenness and the power to adsorb new 
ideas are essential in the higher ranks, and these, broadly speaking, are the 
attributes of comparative youth. An Air Force, if it is to give its full valve, 
must therefore be young, Stagnation in promotion can only result in the senior 
officers being too old for their jobs. 

"The permanent officer cadre of the Royal Air Force has therefore been 
Strictly limited te such numbers as will, on an actuarial basis, throw open 
a career to all and prevent undue senility in the higher ranks. But this num- 
ber does not provide the officers required, nor ~ a more important considera- 
tion - does it create any reserve of pilots in case of war. Casualties, how- 
ever, begin at once, and nearly 100 ver cent. of them aré among the pilots. 

"A system of early retirement of a proportion of officers in middle rank, 
Such aS exists in the Navy, might provide the officers required in peace, but 
would not meet the needs of mobilization when a reserve of officers of the 
junior ranks is what is needed. 
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"The oreblem has” been solved by the short-service commission for five’ 
years with the Regular Air’Force and four years, wWnich may be extended, in its 
reserve. From the Service point cf view, this meets the two essential require- 
ments. It orovides the officers in peace and the first reserve on mobilization. 
It has the further advantage of enabling the permanent cadre to be kept up to 
establishment and reinforced by the selection of a few short-service officers 
as required for permanent commissions, chosen from a large number who are kncwm 
and have becn tricd. 

' “The short-Service officer receives nay and allowances identical with 
those of the permanent officer; and in addition a iehrted of & 75 per year 
of service navable at the termination of his five vears' regular service, and 
designed as a nest-egg to help him-to re-enter civil life. 

"A small percentage of short-service officers are allowed to extend their 
regular service to ten years, receiving:a higher gratuity for each year beyond 
the fifth, with a maximum of £1,000 on completion of ten years. This was 
found necessary to oreduce the required number of Flight-Lieutenants (equiva- 
lent te Captain in the Army). The number of officers of this and indeed of 
each fank on the permanent list is, of ccurse, limited by its total numbers 
and the permanent Flig cht Lieutenants Would, it soon became apparent, not mect 
the needs, 

"The system has been criticized from the individual's point of view. The 
short-service officer leaving the Service at, say 25 to 28, would, it was said, 
find great difficulty in re-enterins civil life, and would have little or no 
training or knowledge of a commercial value. Against this it may be urged that 
character tends more and more to have’a commercial value, and that the short- 
service officer will have seen something of the world, learnt to command, exoer- 
ienced the value of discipline, and, if he chooses to take advantage of his 
educational covertunities, both practical and theoretical, should have acquired 
a good grounding of technical knowledge and ability in cne direction or another. 

“Anyhow, the gloomy prognosticaticns of the critics have not been fulfill- 
ed. The Air Hinistry obvicusly can net guarantee employment in civil life, 


“but, in addition to recognizing ‘some degree of moral responsibility towards 


its short-service officers, it has the compelling metive of self-interest to 
do all in its nower to make the system a success. 

"Here an apparent digression is necessary. Education in the Royal Air 
Force, both for officers and men, is carried out by a body of civilian gradu- 
ated teachers, of whom one at least is available on every station. The short- 
service officer can, therefore, always obtain assistance in any studies he 
may wish to undertake against his return to civil: life. The system also works 
in the opoesite direction in that the education officer gets to know the capa~ 
bilities cf the shcri-service cfficers on his station. 

"These ‘considerations and an early experiment by an individual educaticn 
officer in the Girecticn of placing short-service officers in civil employment 
led to a more ambitious scheme, and there is now in the Ministry something 
in the nature of an Aoocintments Board at a wiversity, with an education 


‘officer as secretary, who keeps in touch with employers all over the country, 


eo? 


and offers his services to short-service officers whose period of regular ser- 
vice.is shortly to expire. Thanks to the patriotism cf employers, the scheme 


had a good start and the short-service officer himself and his service train- 


ing have, it appears, 'delivered the goods'. Many firms have asked for more, 
which is after all the best proof, and I have been told lately that there is 
now a ve npdlaberabenetd in filling the vacancies offered. 

"The short-service officer is selected by personal interview without ex- 
amination, and cbtains his training of ten months at a Flying Training School 
where, in adciticn to learning to fly, he is taught the rudiments of military 
aviation, and learns his duties as an officer. 

“Leaving aside for the moment the non-commissioned officer pilots - whe 
are dealt with below - there is one other source of officer pilots, namely, 
by means of attachment for varying periods from the Army and Navy. Originally 
it was hoped to obtain a fair proportion of non-permanent officers in tnis 
Way, one advantage being that it wculd ensure a knowledge of the uses and lim- 
itations of the air arm among the future comménders of the older Services. 
Various difficulties have been met with in practice. The Army finds it hard 
to spare the cfficers in peace, and requires their services on mobilization, 
thereby depleting the Royal Air Ferce reserve, while attached naval officers 
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are practically ccnfined to the Fleet Air Arm afloat. One may perhaps hazard 
@ guess that the final werd on the subject has not yet been spoken. 


STORES ACCOUNTANT AND MEDICAL BRANCHSS 
“Apart from its flying branch, the Royal Air Force has its own stores ac- 
countant anc. mecical branches. The two former are filled by examination from 
candidates who can Show previcus business and accountancy experience reSpective- 
ly. The me@ical branch is principally filled by selection on a short-service 
basis, the »nermanent cadre, about 50 per cent. of the whole, being staffed by 
selection from among the short- service officers. 


PROSPECTS OF PROMOTION _ 

“One may perhaps’ conclude with a few words on a subject of great interes St 
in all orofessicns - namely, promotion. 

"The ideal system of promoticn is provably one of the insoluble problems 
of humanity. At all events, it has not hitherto been discovered as far as I 
know. Its general aim might, I suppose, be defined as offering reasonable 
prospects of vromotion to all, while bringing the outstanding to the top. 

_ “The diversity of attainments required in the Royal Air Force adds to the 
complications of the problem. The brilliant pilot, the expert engineer, the 
wireless magician, the photographer, and many others are all needed and all 
must have reasonably equal chances of promotion. ; 

"For many reasons which are too long tc enter into here, the Royal Air 
Force has made it a sine qua nen that all members of its flying branch, which 
includes its technical experts, must fly. Only pilots, therefore, are consid- 
ered in its general scheme cf premetion, non-pilets and the non-flying branches 
being de alt with under separate rules. 

"In the flying branch, an endeavor has been made to fulfil the aims defin- 
ed above by a combination of seniority and selection. Pure selection rules in 

‘the higher ranks where numbers are manageable and individuals and their records 
‘are comparatively well knom. Pure selection was adopted in the lower ranks 
also during the first few vears of the Force's existence as a separate entity. 
This was nartly to straighten out the many anomalies resulting from the rapid 
formation of the Force in time of war, and partly as an experiment. But time 
showed that it was not practicable and must inevitably result in a larger and: 
larger collection of fixtures at the top of each rank, not because they were 
not fit for premotion, but because there were always some more brilliant 
youngsters below them who got promoted over their heads. 

"Promoticn purely by seniority was ruled out as obviously unsuitadle for 
a highly active and technical service which requires comparatively young 
leaders. a: 

"The eventual selution was seniority tempered by ante-dates which comt 
for promotion cnly and mike no difference in an efficer's senicrity in his 

existing rank. , 

"These ante~dates of varicus periods up te two years.as a moximum are 
earned autematically by successful qualificetion in the various technical sub- 
jects such as engineering, wireless and the like, for preficiency in foreign 
languages and fcr graduating at the Staff Cellege or as a Flying Instructer. 

"Further, te ensure that the really brilliant pilct dees nct get left be~ 
hind, even if he dees net aspire te any cf theSe attainments, each air cfficer 
commanding is ullewed tc reccmmend sc many menths' ante-daie in all, acccrding 
te the number cf cfficers under his cemmand, Quite apart frem the automatically 
earned ante-date. The limit cf recommended ante-date is throe years, and cf 
recemmended and autcmatic ante-date cembined fcur years. 








AIRCRAFT APPRENTICES 
"In its ot>er ranks, the Royal Air Force requires over 60 per cent. of 

skilled tradesmen of verr various trades. Pesce experience soon showed that 
first-class wel Lies men Would not be forthcoming in anything like the numbers 
required and that censequently the Air Force must train its omm. As lng ago. 
as 1919, es ig a system of voy training was instituted. Advantage was 
taken of the educational system of the country, and the main source of entry 
is by the nominaticn of boys of 15 to 1534 by the local education authorities 
all over the kingdom. Selection among nominees is by competitive examination 
with a qualifving minimum, and t se successful: join the Schocl of Technical 
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Training a: Holiecn in Buckinghamshire as Aircraft Aporentiaes. This source of | 
entry is St) .Lemented Dy open examinaticn by the Civil Service Com:issioners, 
and by the direct entry, cn rerehing the qualifying standard, of the sons of 
fathers Wio ave served in Yis Majestv's Fishting Forces 

Tre ccurse at Falten lnsts three rears, during which the Aircraft Aporen- 
tices continue thoir general education under civilion educntion officers, and 
are taught tacir trade bv serving and.Ex-Service instructors. As nearly 1,000 
skilled men are required annually, there ere upwards of 3,000 in residence, anda 
Halton is proboavl: the largest schcol cf its kind in the world. The estate 
formerly belonged. te the late Mr. Alfred Rotuschild, and the beautiful park and 
surreunding mecdewlnand provide adequate playtinz greunds for the whole of the 
schocl. Magnificently equinned werkshens exist, built during the war, and the 
barracks, comicnced in 1919, are the mest up-tc-date in England. Halten will 
repay a visit frem anyone interested in a large-scnle educational experiment, 
though it may claim by new tc have pasced the experimental stage. 

"A similer technical schecl for men of ‘the wireless trade, tucugh on a 
far smaller scale, exists at Cranwell. 

"Skilled men in trades in which a few only are required and unskilled 
men are obtained br erdainary direct enlistment. 

"One or twc points in connection With hos prospects of the airman deserve 
mention. : 

"Aircrart Anprentices are ontered every six months to the number of avout 
500. From cach. batch passing out of the schocls at Halton and Cranwell, six 
are selected fer cadetship frem among those highest on the list. These six 
proceed to Cranvell College, where they are given the ordinary two-years' course 
free of any expense, and, oa passing out successfully, are granted commissions. 


NON-COMMISSION.. D-OFFICER PILOTS 

"Ex-Aircraft Asprentices and directly enliste 24 men of certain trades have 
also the orivileze of velunteering for treining as non-commissioned-officer 
pilots, of wWiem tere are at present between three and four-hundred in the 
Roval Air "erce. On cempletion of training, these mon are prometec te the rank 
of Sergeant. Normally, they continue as vilets for five years, though in cx 
ceptional cases this may be extended. Subsequently they revert te their trade, 
but remain on the flying reserve, for which they receive a retaining fee and 
are kent in flying practice. 

"Serzeant-oilots are eligible for selection for a permanent cemnission, 
a few of which are awarded annually. 


; A LIFE FULL OF PROFESSIONAL INTEREST 

"And new to justify the title of this article. What has service in the 
Roval Air Force to cffer? From-the prosaic but imoortant aspect of a living, 
it does not lead. te riches excent in the case of the favcured few who become 
So expert technically as to ebtain a fat billet in an armament firm. But it 
does offer to the coreful a living wage from the commencement, a fair income 
in middle lic, and a reasonable pvension. 

"To th: ordent youngster who wants to see the world in a novel and roman- 
tic guise the Roral Air Force offers far nore. Tris is a mechanical age, an 
age of ever-increabing speed, and an age of raygid scientific development, and 
where can tiv rising generation enjoy all these to anything like the same ex- 
tent as in the. Rovral Air Force? If we zo back twenty-five years, the acronlanc 
had not evolved. If we go beck fifteen yenrs, €0 miles an hour was about the 
limit with an engine cf about 100 horse-nower. We have lately seen flight at 
nearly 360 miles er heur, and have engines of 600 herse-pewer and more, and it 
would be a bold man whe would ferecast the developments of the next quarter of 
@ century. 

"Then, o2cin, there is the cxhilaraticn ef flight, the supericrity comolex, 
as it were, cf seejng the little mcter-cers and railway trains crawling aleng 
belew one, ccatined te their rcads cr rails, while cneself enjeying extreme 
Speed ané perfect freéedem in all ropes dimensicns. 

"Waat o wenderful capacity te sce the werld is cenferred, tec, by the acre- 
plane! Roni Sir Philip Sassocn's penaivin ef his flight te Egypt, the Sudan, 
Palestine, Iraq, and India, and yeu will be verily astenished br all he saw cf 
ancient Splendeur and mecdern activities in a few weeks! trip by oir. The Nerth- 
West Frenticr cf Indio, that strip ef age-leng remance, invasicn and reid since~ 
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and, for that matter, before - Alexander the Great, can be traversed in a few 
yeurs, and a dbird's-eve view obtained which goes far towards a realization of 
its probloms, t.eir importance and their interest. 

"Traq, Palestine, Egypt and the Sudan, with their wealth cf archeeological 
and historical interest, are easily exolerahble by aeroplane. The Royal Air 
Force serve in all these countries, and in Iraq and Palestine the interest is 
enhanced 2 the reSnensidility for internal security and external defence. 

"Then, wnless there shevuld be monetony, there are the long-distance flizhts 
With all their interest and exerience, such as those from Cairo to the Cape 
and Nigeria, the Far East flignt from England te Australia and Hong-Kong, the 
direct flight to India without a stop, and a hest of lesser flights. 

"The R.A.F. also cffers attractions tc the lever of the sea. Flying boats, 
capable of a wide range of action on their ovm resources, are now stationed in 
the Fersian Gulf and at Singapore, as well as in the British Isles, while the 
Fleet Air Arm, cf course, shares the ubiquity and instant readiness for action 
of the Royal Navy. 


SPORT 

“Apart from the interest of the Service itself and of the cowmtries in 
Which it cperates, the wide distribution of the force offers facilities for all 
and every kind cf Sport. Hunting at heme; big and small-game and mountain 
Shooting in India; snipe, duck and woodcock shooting in Iraq, Palestine, and 
Malaya; sheoting of all icinds in Africa; and fishing in many waters, not for- 
getting the big tarpon-like monsters of the Persian Gulf. Add to these pig- 
Sticking in India = that sport of kang - and, of course, every kind of game © 
from pele to ping-pong. 

"Such is life in the Royal Air Force - a life full of professional in- 
terest, in a Service which is continually developing on the scientific side, 
constantly being given new reSponsibilities, and finding itself up against 
nevel problems, administrative, technical and military, which offcr scope to. 
any and every taste. 

"One other werd. The Royal Air Ferce mettc is "Per ardua ad Astra", and 
it tries te live up te it." 

---000---= 


NATIONAL GUARD AVIATION COMPLETED 


With the federal recognition of the 44th Division Aviation units, consist- 
ing of the 119th Obs. Squadron, the 119th Photo Section and the Medical Dept. 
Detachment, all stationed at Nevark, N.J., the first step in develowment of 
National Guard aviation is completed. The 119th Squadron is the nineteenth 
observation squadron to be organized in the National Guard of the various States, 
making one for each of the 18 Infantry Divisions and the 154th Obs. Squadron at 
Little Rock, Ariz., which is assigned to Aray Aviation. 

In the Regular Army all division aviation will. be transferred to the corns 
but in the peace time organization of the National Guard it will for the time 
being at least remain a nart of the division to facilitate aduinistration, 
training and equioving. 

The other National Guard Observation Scvadrons are stationed as follovs: 

1Clst (26th Division Aviation), Massachusetts National Guard, Boston. 

102n4a° (27th Division Aviation), N.Y..National Guard, New Doro,Staton Id. 

103ra° (28th Division Aviation), Penna. National Guard, Philadclwhia,Pa. 

104th (29th Division Aviation), Maryland National Guard, Haltimore. 

105th (30th Division Aviation), Tonuossee National Guard, Nashville. 

106th (3lst Division Aviation), Alabama National Guard, Birmingham. 

107th (32nd Division Aviation), Michigan National Guard, Detroit. 

108th (S3ré Division Aviation), Illinois National Guard, Chicago. 

109th (S4th Division Aviation Minnesota National Guard, St. Paul. 

110th (oSth Division Aviation), Missouri National Guard, St. Louis. 

111th (S6th Division Aviatiou Toxes National Guard, Houston. 

‘Ll2th (S7th Division Aviation hio National Guard, Clevcland. 

113th (38th Division Aviation), Indiana National Guard, In dianapolis. 

114th (40th Division Aviation). California National Guard, Los jngeles 

116th (41st Division Aviation), Washington National Guard, Svokanc, Wash. 
118th Pony Division Aviation), Connecticut National Guard, Hartford. 

120th (45th Division Aviation), Colorado National Guard, Denver. 

Orgai.ization of aviation vor Cavalry divisions is not contermlated at »res- 

ent. Further efforts. in devclopmert of National Guard aviation :7ill be directed 
ed toward perfecting training and completing the ‘cquipment of vresent squadrons. 
-lle- ; v—-6002, A.C. 
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FOUNDER OF CATERPILLAR CLUB LEAVES THu AIR CCRPS 


Mr. HM. H. St. Clair, who with the late Maurice Eutton end Vorne E. 
Tirmerman, founded the nov Temed Caterrillar Ciub, scvered his connection with 
the Materiel Division of the Air Corzs, Wrizht Field, Dayton, Ohio, on Avril 
lst, to become associated with the Svitlich Parachute and Ecuinment Comrany of © 
Trenton, I.J. ' 

A member of the Parachute Unit of ow Branch of the lateriel 
Division since 1922, Mr. St. Clair, under iejor a. L. Hoffman, »rarticinrated in 
the most interesting -shases of the develownment of the Air Cor s parachute. It 
was his kee»ring of the early records of emergency jum7s that led to the orZani- 
gation of the Caterrillar Club, to which he was instrumental in giving its name. 

ir. St. Clair was also active in the develooment of tow targets; flying 
clothing, including gloves, helmets, and face masizs for ox; gen ayaratus, and 


many other items of like equinment. The News Letter Corres»ondent states that 
his services will be sreatly missed at the Materiel Division. 
---000-~- 


MATERI“ZL DIVISION RECUIVES A MOHAWK "PINTO." 


Cantain Robert Kauch, Air Corns, stationed at the iiateriel Division of the 
Air Cor»s, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, recently ferried to that station from 
Minnea,olis, lMinn., a new Mohari "Pinto" lov-ving monorlane, -urchased from the 
Mohawk Aircraft Cornoration for ex»rerimental study and develo»mment by the Air | 
Corns. With cantilever wing construction, the:"Pinto" is »owered with a Kinner 
K6 motor delivering more than 100 horsevower. The Air Corns designation given 
this ».lane is XPT-7. ---000--- 


THE TRAINING OF RESERVE OFFICERS AT SELFRIDGE FIELD 
By the ilevs Letter Corres xondent 


The training of Air Corns Reserve officers, inactive status, who are quali- 
fied pilots, is a very imsortant function at Selfridge Fielc, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 
This field, located so near Detroit, is ‘visited throughout the week and es»ecial- 
ly on holidays and Sundays by many inactive Reserves who are oualified -ilots 
and vho take advantaze and make the most of their ox ortunities to motor 25 
miles for this inactive duty »ilot training. There are avyoroximately twenty 
Reserve 3ilots who fly at this station regularly and, if the weather is good 
and lanes are available, it is seldom, indeed, that they fail to make the most 
of their allotment of four hours! inactive flying per month. The Fiscal Year 
allotment of inactive flying hovrs for Selfridge Fieid is almost exhausted, and 
all :ilots are woncerin;; if more hours will be available. 

So far Selfridge Field received three sevarate allotments of flying hours 
for inactive duty training, totaling 1,375 hours, of which but ayoroximately 35 
hours remain. 

Reserve officers revorting to this station for inactive duty flying are >ro- 
vided with every available facility vhich, of course, includes any lind of fly- 
ing ecuinment desired. If necessary, they are flight-checked in training tye 
aircraft and then permitted to fly observation and -~ursuit »lanes as soon as they 
are found qualified. 

In accordance with existing regulations, Training, Observation and Pursuit 
type aircraft are made available for Reserve pilots whenever -ossible, and each 
pilot is carefully checked to insure that he qualifies for service tyne aircraft 
with the: least nossible delay. To date, all Reserve officers regularly flying at 
Selfridge Field ou inactive status have been »laced in Grow) I as qualified to 
verform piloting duty with a tactical organization vithout further training. 

This station has found all inactive Reserve officers intensely interested in 
this Reserve training. They have all elong manifested a willingness to comoly 
with War Devartment end »ost regulations covering this inactive training, and 
this sneaks well for aviation in general, besides insuring hundreds of competent 
‘ilots for tactical organizations in time of emergency. 

Including the ».ilot time consumed by inaetive Reserve officers assigned to 
other Cor»s Areas, the total inactive Reserve flying hours at Selfridge Field 
during the Fiscal Year 1930 is now in excess of 2,900, and all through these 
2,000 hours in Training, Observation and Pursuit aircraft no accidents or injury 


to »ilots and aircraft have occurred save minor damweges to aircraft which would 
-llo- V-5002, A.C. 








erdis : ly be exrected in normal training. 

es to cite one incident here which tynifies the genuine interest 
which, Reserve officers at this station dis ley in their training. Some few 
days aco, just after a light thaw, a P-3A Pursuit, an 0-2 and a PT+1 had been 
ordered out for Reserve flying. Major Myron A. Sine, Air Reserve, who super- 
vises the inactive training of -ilots from his organization in Detroit, took 
off in the P-GA. After a fev landings he taxied to the line and suggested to 
the Operations Officer that only the Observation and Training ty .es be flom, 
since the ground was soft anu the wheels of the Pursuit nlanes had a tendency 
to sink through the crust and there was an easy possibility of damaging the 
shi» by nosing it over. <A checic of the field »roved Major Sine to be correct, 
and the P-3A was returned to the hanger. 


---000——~ 
IMPROVED WINTER FLYIUG SUITS 


According to the News Letter Corresxondent, three new tynes of winter 
flying suits have been under exnerimental test at Wright Field the »ast winter, 
out of which it is hoped a successful tyne may be obtained which will materially 
increase the warmth without increasing the bulk of the suits heretofore worn, 
and at the same time offer greater comfort for extreme cold weather flying. 

One type of suit has the outer shell of goat skin, with removable eiderdom 
lining, the removable feature making it »ossible for use as a two~service suit, 
This suit has more warmth than the standard 7 type without ayoreciably in- 
creasing the bulk. The second has an outer shell of combed, tanned calfskin 
with a silk pile fabric lining. It is lighter by three to four sounds than the 
standard, having practically the same warmth and 50 »yercent greater flexibility, 
The third type is the standard B7, with the blenketing revlaced by fur in the 
body only. This gives 100 ,ercent increased flexibility, more warmth, and 
about rorty percent reduction in weight. 

The size of the coller on all of these ty»xes has been increased so that 
they button closely about the face, and when pullea w> offer »>rotection to 
mouth, nose and cheeks. Orders vill be -laced for one or more of these models, 
it is exnected, for service testing. 

-——000——— 


ACTIVITIES AT MITCHSL FIELD 


Now that Soring is almost at hand in and about Gotham anc the birds are 
setting uw» at least a half-hearted wartle, flying is due to take a fresh and 
keen hold at Mitchel Tielc, L.I., New York. "Not that we haven't been doing 
things this past winter," ex>lains the News Letter Corresxondent, "for despite 
the inclement weather we have managed to kee»y wo an efficiency not to be ques- 
tionea considering our lack of shivs. Radio shins have cracked off missions 
with regularity and »recision; »hotogrexhy nas been crowded into every available 
fair day; formation flights have been ran off quite consistently, anc liaison 
end contact missious of a »ractice nature have done mich to kee» us in condition. 

The path between Mitchel Field and the Curtiss »lant in Buffalo has become 
a well~flown one during the last few months and, as a result, we have 21 new 
O-lE's to brag about, and justly too, because of their great improvement over. 
the oic Falcon. Ask the man who has flomm one. 

The Group is not only scheduled for an extensive gunnery >rogram this S»ring 
at Cam) Dix, New Jersey, but, as usual, will be the salient feature in the grand 
old geme of defendinz the Atlantic seeboerd from the wilds of 'Joisey' to the 
wilder wilds of dear old Eoston. 'They shall not take New York!! quoth Whalen, 
as he nonchalantly tossed a Red bomb out of the City Hall." 

---000--= 


PHOTOGRAPHIC OFFICERS EOLD POW WOW 


A board of officers convened at Wright Field recently for the -~mriose of 
considering the tables of basic allowances for photograyxhic sections, making 
recommendations for changes such as may effect economy in the amount of »hoto- 
granhic sunvlies used throushout the service, and discussing -solicies for the 
betterment of photogranhic units. The board was composed of the following 
officers; Capt. W.D. Wheeler, Selfridge Field; Cant. A.W. Stevens, Wright Field; 
Lieuts. G.W. Goddard, Chanute Field; Guy Kirksey, Office Chief of Air Corns, and 
H.K. Baisley, Post. Field. 
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NEY TYPE.OF GUN CAMERA TO Bo TECTED 


The gun camera is used in:the Army Air Corzs for traininz »ilots in the. 
firing of machine guns woon ‘otner aircraft: The gunner ains the camera as he 
would a gun but, instead of firing,:‘a »oicture is made which shows whether a 
hit or miss of the enemy lane. ‘vould have resvlted had he fired a gun. [Be- 
sides receiving ame: in, the firing o xeration, the flying officer can learn 
from the film records his exact efficiency as a gunner. . 

The nex Tyne Ge sun camera lends more aid in the training feature, since 
it ayoroaches in size and shape the .30 calibter Irovning machine gun and may be 
mounted on the synchronizer gun-mount, tims obviating the necessity. of »roviding 
an extra mount and giving greater versinilitnde to actual gunnery. 

_The steel parts of the: gun are of stainless steel, and this is »robably the 
first instrument of its kind incor »orating stainless steel ball bearings. The 
castings are made of bronze, the combination of metals malting it es»vecially 
resistant to tropical and salt vater corrosion, ‘The gun shoots a mininun of 
three >ictures a burst, the record of the time being recorded after each burst. 
The first. exrerimental model has béen delivered to the Materiel Division of the 
Air Corps at.Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, where the belief »revails that the 
instrument will rove valuable as a. service tyne. . 

---000-—— 


AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC DISPLAY DURING PHILIPPINE CARNIVAL — 


The : -yersonnel of the 6th Photo Section, stationed at Nichols Field, P.I., 
displayed undiscovered talents recently by taking the role of side-show ballyhoo 
artists in the annual Philizine Carnival.. Lieut. lMcDonnell vas in charge of 
the Air Coros exhibit and set wa booth that ranked with the best. Among the 
articles on dismlay were aerial. oblicue »shotogreshs, mosaics, air rlane and air- 
shin models, machine guns, bombs, »arachutes, »ropellers and an airplane motor. 
The personnel worked in shifts,.exxlaining to the interested wablic the operation 
of all aerial equinment. . Aerial oblique photogranhs were made of the Carnival 
for newsvxaver pudlication. 

sensilla 


RECENT PROMOTIONS OF. ENLISTED iN OF THE AIR CORPS 


Brooks Field - Staff Set. Russell L. Phila-y, 46th Sqan. to Tech. Set. 


Tech. Set. Magms-F. Susmiehl, 32d Scdn. to Master Sgt. 
Chanute Field - “lmer Bruss, Tech. Sgt. Tech. School, to Master Sgt. 


Staff Set. Lee Silvers, Tech. School, to Tech. Set. 
France Field - Tech, Sgt. Archie L. Taylor, 7th Obs. Sadn. to Master Sgt. 
Hawaiian Dept. = Tech. Sgt. Meurice-Harthanze to Master Set. 

Staff Set. Hans G.C. Haffner to Tech. Sgt. 


Kelly Field - Stautf Set. Albert J. Freathy, 68th Serv. Sadn. to Tech. Set. 
Staff Sgt. Josénvh H. Drobin to Tech. Sgt. 
Langley Field - Tech. Set. Wm. W. Spoor, Tectical School, to Master Set. 


Tech. Set. Chester B. Johnson, 96th Bomb. Sqdn. to Master Sgt. 
Staff Set. Fred P. Miller, 49th Sqdn. to Tech. Sgt. 
Staff Set. Benjamin A. Cheska, 19th Airshin Co. to Tech.Set. 
Staff Set. Chas. W. Draper, 49th Sadn. to Tech. Sgt. 
March Field - Tech. Sgt. Donald i. Sweeney, 53d Scdn. to Master Sgt, 
Staff Sgt. Stanford J. Lee, 47th Sqdn. to Tech. ‘Sgt. 
Panama Dept. - Tech, Sgt. Archie L.-Taylor to Master Set.. 
Selfridge Field - Tech. Sgt. Cody Dalton, 17th Pursuit Scdn. to Master Sgt. 
Staff Set. Ray Gaston; 57th Serv. Sqdu. to Tech. Sgt. 
Staff Sgt. William E. Poe to Tech. Sgt. 
Staff Sct.-Frenk Skrobecie to Tech: Sgt. - 
Staff Sgt. George Callaghan to “ech. Sgt. 
=~ 000--— . 


During the month of: iarch, the Personnel Division, Office of the Chief of 
the Air Corzs, received a total: of 715 aw vlicetiois for flying cadet training, 
this number revresenting a substantial: -increece over the numbers received during 
the months of January and February. 
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AIR CORPS OFFICERS DESIGNATED TO ATTEND STAFF SCHOOL 


Special Orders of the Yar Denartinont recently issued designated the folloy. 
ing-nained Air Corps officers as students at the Command and General Staff School, 
Fort Leavenvorth, Kansas, for the 1930-1932 course. They have been directed to 
renort to the Coumandant of that School between Ausust 20 and 31, 1930. 

Major Vinceut 3B. Dixon Cantain Frederick I. Ezlin 


j 


Major Henry J. F. Miller Cantain Arthur K. Ladd 
Major George E. Stratmever eotain John I. Moore 

Major Benjamin G. Weir Captain Charles T. Phillins 
Major Barton K. Yount 


With the exce>rtion of Major Dixon and Cantain Phillins, all of the above- 
named officers are students at the »resent time at the Air Corns Tactical School, 
Langley Field, Va. Major Dixon is on duty as instructor at this school, while 
Captain Phillins is a student at the Infantry School at Fort Benning, Ga. 

---000~-~ 


SUMLIER TRAINING CAUPS OF NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN 


The various Air Coris National Guard Squadrons will s»vend their two weeks! 
field training this coming summer at the »oints named below, viz: 
Alabama - Slst Division, Can McClellan, Ala., August 16 to August 31. 
Arkansas 154th Obs. Squadron, Pensacola, Fla., July 13 to July 27. 
California - 40th Division, San Iuis Obisno, Calif., July 25th to August 9th, 


Connecticut - 43rd Division, Groton, Conn., August 5 to August 19. 
Colorado ~ 45th Division, Golden, Colo., June 6 to June el. 
Illinois - $5rd Division, Cam Grant, I1l., August 2 to August 16. 
Indiana - 88th Division, Cam) Knox, Ky., August 2 to August 17. 
Maryland - 29th Division, Langley Field, Va., August 10 to August 24. 
Massachusetts 26th Division, Location not kmorm, Aucust 5 to Auzust 19. 
Michigan -° 32nd Division, Grayling, Mich., August 12 to August 26. 
Minnesota ~ 34th Division, Wold-Chamberlain Field, June 14 to June 28. 
‘Missouri - 35th Division, Caim Clark, Mo., July 20 to August 3. 
New Jersey - 44th Division, Newark, N.J., August 16 to August 50. 
New York - 27th Division, Pine Cam, i.Y., July 27 to August 10. 
Ohio - S7th Division, Cam) Perry, Ohio, July 27 to August 10. 
Pennsylvania 28th Division, Iengley Field, Va. Tate not set. 
Tennessee — 30th Division, Cam> Jackson, S.C., Ausust 3 to August 17. 
Texas = 36th Division, Palacios, Texas, August l ‘t August 15. 
Washington - 4lst Division, Cam) Murrey, Wash., Jane 14 to June 28. 

; . --~000--- 

MATSRIZL DIVISION A MECCA FOR AIRCRAFT ENGINSERS 


The standing enjoyed by the Meteriel Division of the Air Corss among those 
affiliated with the aircreft industry, both in this country and abroad, is attest- 
ed by the large list of manufacturers, engineers and interested visitors who came 
to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, Guring the month of March, in the majority of 
instances for engineering conferences, among whom may be mentioned: 

Tonald Douglas of the Douglas Aircraft Cor»oration, 
J.C. Azelson, Axelson Aircraft and Ingine Corvoration, 
Cleveland Walcutt, Sthyl Gasoline Cor oration,. 
Cantain Helm Sxeidel, German Arny, 

Iudvig Duerr, Chief Engineer of the Ze~elin Company, 
J. M. Miller, Stromberg Motor Devices, 

Clem G. Trimbach, Curtiss Comoany, 

Alfred Verville, Verville Aircreft Company, 

Harold Caminez, Allison Engineering Corsoration, 
Frederick Charavay, Hartzell Propeller Commany, 
. Robert Hartzell, Hartzell Proneller Comany, 

T. E. Tillinghast, Pratt and Wnitney Comany. 

Ernest W. Dichman, Aviation Cor>roration, 

Major Paolo Svernadori, Italian Embassy, 

Commander Silvio Scaroni, Air Attache, Italian Embassy, 
P. G. Jonnson, President, Boeing Airnlane Company, 

J. F. Meade, Mercury Aircraft, Inc. 
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Dr. 0. C. Bridgman, Bureau of Standards, Washington, D.C. 

George S. Wheat, United Aircraft — New York, 

Arnold C. Dickinson, Sikorsiy, Commany 

Guy Vaugan, Vright Aero Coreceration, 

B. D. Thomas, Thomas-lorse Aircraft Co. 

G.S. Wilkinson and C. S. Wavier of D. Nanier and Sons, Ltd., Taegan Ing. 
pray 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS ATPECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: Lieut.-Col. Henry 3B. Clagett from duty as Air Officer, 
9th Cor.s Area, to Air Corns Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas. 
‘Major Gerald E. Brower, Wricht Field, to Selfridge Field, ifich. 
Cantain George W. Mcintire from duty with Organized Reserves, 8th Cords 
‘Avea, San Antonio, Texas, to duty as Instructor, Air Corns, Mass. National Guard, 
Boston, Nass. j . 
Cantain Ross G. Hoyt, won completion of course of instruction at Air Cors 
Tactical School, to Selfridge Field, lich. 
Caxtain Clyde V. Finter, Wrisht Field, to Air Corss Training Center, Duncan 
Field, Texas, July 1, 19350. 
Major Lavrence W. McIntosh from duty in Office of the Chief of the Air Cors 
to Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., to assume command. 
Major George H. Brett, woon commletion of nresent course of instruction at 
Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to Selfridge Field. 
Major Harrison H.C. Richards, unon comletion of -yresent course of instruc- 
tion at Command and General Staff School, to ‘Air Corns Training Center. 
Cantain Roderick WN. Ott, Brooks Field, to Selfridg se Field, Mich. 
Catain Gilbert T. Collar from duty with Organized Reserves, Harrisburg, Pa. 
to Langley Field, Va., for duty as student at Air Cor xs Tactical School. 
lst Lieuts. Robert J. Brom, Jr., Charles McK. Robinson and Franlc B.Tyndall, 
unon completion »resent course of instruction at Air Corss Tactical School, to 
Yenort to Comsandant of that School for duty. 
lst Lieut. John DeF. Barker, won commletion of »resent course of instruc- 
tion at Air Corps Tactical School, to Langley Field, Va., for duty. 
Ist Lieut. Walter K. Iurgess from duty at University of Illinois, Urbana,I1l. 
to Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill. 
lst Lieut.. Edvard E. Hildreth from Chanute Field, Ill. to duty at University 
of Illinois, Urbana, Ill. 
lst Lieut. Ray L. Owens, March Field, to duty in Office of Chief of Air Corps. 
lst Lieut. Walter R. Peck from Schoen Field, Indiananolis, Ind., to Maxwell 
Field, Montgomery, Ala. . | 
lst Lieut. Clarence Z. Shankle from duty as Instructor, Air Cords, Mass. 
National Guard, Boston, Mass., to Fort Sill, Okla. for duty with Air Corys troops. 
lst Lieut. Roy W. Camblin, Brooks Field, to duty with 365th Observation 
Squadron, Organized Reserves, 8th Corns Area, Muskogee, Oklahoma. 
Orders assigning lst Lieut. James T. Curry to Fort Crockett, Texas, won 
completion course of instruction at Air Corxs Tactical School, revoked. 
lst Lieut. Ausustine F. Shee, won completion tour of foreign service, to Air 
Coros Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas. Ass signment to Bollin; Field revoked. 
end Lieut. Charles F. Sugg, Brooks Field, to Materiel Division, Wright Field. 
end Lieut. Harry J. Flateqial, Brooks Field, to Chanute Field, Til. 
Relieved from Detail to the Air Corss: 2nd Lieut. Warren C. McDermid to the 
Ist Field Artillery, Fort Sill, Cklahoma. ’ 
end Lieut. John EB. Theimer to 18th Field Artillery, Fort Sill, Okla. 
end Lieut. George V. Millett, Jr., to 7th Infentry, Fort Crook, Nebraska. 
2nd Lieut. Josexh M. Colby to lst Cavalry Division, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
2nd Lieut. Frank E.. Fries to. 2nd Engineers, Fort Logen, Colorado. 
end Lieut. Charles §. Vanderblue to lst Field Artillery, Fort Sill, Okla. 
‘2nd Lieut. George R. Sutherland to 10th Cavalry, Fort Huachuca, Arizona. 
Detailed to the Air Corps, and to Brooks Fielc, Texas, July 1,1950, for 
PRIMARY FLYING TRAINING: 2nd Lieut. Wm. P. Connally, Jr. Field Artillery. 
end Lieut. Jacob G. Reynolds, Coast Artillery Cors. 
Reserve Officers Detailed to Extended Active Duty: July 2,1930, to Dec.dl, 
1930: 2nd Lieut. Frank B. Stuart, San Antonio, Texas, to Fort Crockett, Texas; 
end Lieut. Leroy B. Shidler, Marianna, Pa., to Iangley Field, Va.; end Lieut. 
Ross W. Huguet, Centerville, Texas, to Fort Crockett, Texas. 
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fF 1 - March 31, 1931: 2nd Lieut. Harry Tatum Rovland, San Antonio, 
Tex. Doda Field, Yort Sam Houston, Texas; April 15,1930 to Aoril 14, 193) . 
end Lieut. Hugh Francis iicCaffery, Chester, Pa, to Mitchel Field, I.Y.; 2nd q, Lieut | 
John A, Herman Miller, Tulsa, Okla., to Dodd Field, Fort Sa: Houston, Texas; 2nq 
Lieut. Robert Sheldon Butler, Des wiknen, Iowe, to Marshall Fielc, Kansas: July 2 
1930, to January 2, 1931:- end Lieut. Virgil D. Westbrook, San Clemente, Calif, 
to Rockwell Field, Colif.; ena Lieut. Conger Poage to Fort Crockett, Texas; Ona 
Lieut. Ernest Cecil Slye, Fairhope, Ala., to Maxwell Field, Ala. 
aoe, end Lieut. Dewey Bartlo, Phoenix, Ariz. to Langley Field, June 29 to Dec.27, 
930. 

end Lt. John F. Turner, Oakland, Calif. to Crissy Field, May 15 - May 14, '31, 

2nd Lt. Clarence L..Terrill, Takoma Park, Md., to Langley Field, Va., 
April 1, 1930 to March 31, 1931. 

end Lt. Albert I. Patrick, Mobile, Ala. to Mexwell Field, Montgomery,Ala. , 
June 30, 1950, to December 28, 1950. 

Resignation: end Lieut. Gilbert Lorenzo Tefft, Avril 15, 19340. 

---000--- 











CONTRACTS AWARDED FOR NEW AIRPLANE ENGINES 


The Army Air Corps p-aanted awarded a cohtract to the Pratt & Whitney Air 
creft Conjany, Hartford, Sonn., for 252 Pratt & Whitney air-cooled, direct ihe, 
Model. R-1690-A "Hornet" engines, and certain svare »narts therefor, at a total - 
cost of $1,450,570.72. contract was also avarded to the Curtiss Aerovlane and 
Motor Co., Inc., Garden City, Long Island, N.Y., for the ‘urchase of 100 Curtiss 
water-cooled Model D-l2-E engines and certain: sxare parts therefor, at a total 
cost of $660,280.00. ’ 

. The "Hornet" engines are to be installed in the. Bombardment airdlcnes for 
which a contract was recently avarded the Keystone Aircraft Corsoration of 
Bristol, Pa., while the D-12-E engines are to be installed i: Model A-3B Attack 
airoslanes for vhich a contract was »reviously awarded to the Curtiss Comoany. 

These. engines are being >ro mared from available funds from the Air Cor os 
appropriations for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1930. 

---000--- 


TiN SAFETY BOLT’ 


A new design of safety belt has been made by the Equipment Branch-of the 
Materiel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, which.has the following advantages: 
Easily adjusted for any size of man; quickly releasable with wulling motion; 
can be stowed out of the way when not in use, yet readily accessible; warns 
pilot when belt should come open. atari td long life, and will not weaken with 
OZe. : ; 

---000--=- 


LONG CROSS-COUNTRY TRIP TO COORDINATE ‘TRAINING 


Major Clarence L. Tinker, Assistant Commandant of: the Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, receutly comleted a flying tour in- 
volving 4,000 miles, during waiich he visited every tectical Army Air Cords unit 
east cf the Rocky Mountains, for the purnose of coordinating flying training. 

This was one of the longest cross-country flights made from the Advanced 
Flying School for this mission in some time. Major Tinker flew an A-3 Attack 
plane, and was accomanied ty Lieut. J A. hex senior iAstructor of Obser- 
vation at Kelly Field. 

The officers took off from their _— airdrome at Kelly Field on March 
16th and, besides conferring with Army Air Corns officials, visited the United 
States Naval Flying School at Pensacola, Fla., comaring results of training 
methods. ; 

--~000--— 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIFLDS 


----c0¢--- 


Matericl Divisicn, Wright Fiel4’, Nayten,Ohic, March 28th: 








Mr. itera L. Prescctt, Test “Engineer cf the Pewer Plant Bre anch, is enjeyving 
a menth's leave cf absence in Flerida. Me was formerly Asecciate Prefesser of 
Mechanical Zngincering at the University cf Flerida. His recent werk at the 
Divisicn has been cencerned with a study ef engine vibraticns. 

Licut. i. B 


¥ 
7+. 
tis 
Val 


WC 


‘ Barnaby , U.S. Navy, Yermerly attached tc the Matericl Divisicn, 


4 


. 


spent a Wook at wright Field early in Marca tc cenfer with engineers en the re- 
visica cf tne Zandocck ef Instructicns rer Airplane Designers. 


Lieut. J.B. Hadden, cf the Flight Test Franch, left March 5th fer three 
menths' tomocrary duty in the Office cf the Chief ef the Air Cerps. 

The fcllewing Chanute Field officers were at Wright. Field frem Mareh 9th 
te 14th fer the purnese cf visiting the vericus activitics: Licuts. 4.G. Hamil- 
ten, MoM. Mursny’, WlA. Mergan, A.F. Scliter and W.5s Lee. 

Licut. E.R. McRevnclds rencrted fer duty at the Materiel Divisien en March 
10th and was assigned, te the Insnecticn Branch. His nrevicus assignment was 
that ef Air Ccras represontative at the Keystene Aircrart Cemoany, Bristcl,Pa. 

Lieuts. Levey Welfe, J.¢. Tarler and Ray Zcttel terk cff on March leth 
fer Santa Menicn, Crlif., fer an insoectien cf the meck-up cf a new Deuglas 
Observation airolonc. . - 

Lieut. rns: oe 


i) 


left bd: rail fer Bridgepert, Cenn., te inspect a 


Sikersky Amro’ idian being ecnstructed fer the sco Cerys. 

Leuis Ce Haremerer in charze cf meving picture vhete <_< at Wright Field, 
left by plone en March 14th with Lieut.. Guy ivkeer cf the Office ef the Chief 
ef the Air Ceros, tc nuetegrepn the Air Ccrps Exercises at Sanramentc, Calif. 
These, nhetceraas Will frrm a histcricel reerrd cf maneuvers fer study later, 


~ 


a 


and fer ex. icn prroecses at the varigus fields taureugheut the ceuntry. 
Maier B.S. Aracld,. Commanding Officer cf Fairfield and Chief cf the Field 
Service Sectien ¢f the’ Materiel Divisicn; Majer ¢.D. Brewer, Chtef cf the, Air- 
plane Branch; anc Lieut. 2.P. Rush, cf the —— —e are absent frem 
the Divisicn stbending the air Cerys Exercises cn the West. Ccast. 
Lieut. 7.0. Carrell left on Marca 218% by rath ¢ te ferry a Themas-Mcrse 
0-19B air isis te this staticn. 
_, Lieut. V.5, Ecugh arrived en Merch 24th from Mitchel Field fer a threo- 
days! cenference with radic ongineors. 

' ‘Lieut. E.R... Pase, Chief cf the Power Plant Branch “Left cn March 27th 
fer Bufiale, Nev York; Patersen, N.J.3 aad — Cen, te cenfer with the 
Curtiss, trict aAcrenauticol,enad Pratt and. whitney Companies cencerning engines 
ecntracted f-r di the Air Cerps 





= 


7 
2 meee ranean + nemnos — —— 


Miershall Pielc, Fert Rile*, X Kansas, | Marea 25th: 


— Ooservers in tue squaéren are being siven instructien and practice in 
Aerial Phete yreohy under Lieut. Llegd C. Blackburn, cf the Ninth Phete Secticn. 
saca ¢fficer is teking cad laying a meseic map,. taking pes develeping beth 
vertical oin ncints and cbliques. 

A perticn cf the Kensas River cn the reservaticn is being used fer rear 
acriel gumer> niactice be sizhting ¢n vretrouding stumps cr scme such cbjects. 
The results cx firing the flexible meunt. guns cn de reactily seen, and vreves 
te ve an instructive mecns cf securine prolimi inary practice. ~~ 

_ 2nd Lieuts. Clerence. E. Enavort, Bugene MN. kruse, Dvke F. Meyer, Julian IM. 
Jeplin, Air Ceoras Reserve, gu ‘aduntes ef the Advanced Flying Scheel ef.the class 
of February pone 1950, renerted for a vear's active duty at this station cn 
Maren 1Ot? a : , ' 

end Licut. Re> T. Vright, Air Ccrps, whe greducted from tne Advariced 
Flying Secarcl with tue class of Octeber 14th, 1929, reported for duty at this 
Station on Morch Ist. : 

Licvt. and Mrs. Llovd C. Bleckburn were host and hostess at a most en- 
joyable Air Cerss supper dence at t»e Junction City Country Cluod on Februery 
26th. 

The Pest Eewling teurnament for 5-men teems was recently won by the Squad- 
ron bowlinz tacm. A teurnnment is new being held fer three-men terms: Sts. 
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Ruef, Eberling; Pvts. Oldson and Hayden comprised the first team. Repeating 
the record of the five-men team, this term won first place. The second tenn, 
Comprising Sgt. Henderson, Pvts. Colosi, Parks and Phinney, Won third place in 
the tournament. ‘ 

War Department orders were received extending the active duty period of 
Lieuts. Carl N. Olson and Charles C. Cunningham, Air Corps Reserve, from July 2, 
1930 to January 2, 1931, and of Lieut. Dick R. Petty from June 30,to December 
23, 1930. 


San Antonio Air Devot, Duncon Field,San Antenio,Texas, March 26th: 





On February 26th the Depot enjoyed a visit from Lieut.-Col. Ira Longanecker, 
Chief of the Information Division, Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, in 
connection with his recent tour of Air Corps activities in this vicinity. He 
wes accompanied by Lieut. Arthur I. Ennis, also of the Information Division. 

Lieut. Russell J. Minty of the Fairfield Air Depot, Fairfield, Ohio, was 
on temporary duty at this Depot, February 23d, 24th and 25th, for conference 
and study of the system of operating the Air Ccrps Station Supply Department 
at this Desct, arriving and leaving by air. 

Capt. Warner B. Gates, was wclcomed into the Devot's official family on 
February 26th, having been transferred here from Kelly Field. Capt. Gates was 
appointed Denct Adjutant and to all the other multifaricus offices cencemitant 
theretc, relieving Lieut. Albre, whe was reassigned te his former duty as As- 
sistant Engineering Officer of the Depot. 

A party of feur enthusiastic lads, members of the dere Club of the Brack- 
enridge High Schocl in San Antenic, made an intensive tour of inspection 
through the Depct's Engineering Sheps. on February 27th, and apparently had a 
theroughly enjoyable and instructive time of it. 

Capt. L.P. Hickey cf Pest Field, Fert Sill, Okla., was a visitor at this 
Denet cn Feoruary 28th, ferrying in a PT-3, and returning tc his heme staticn 
in an 02-H. 

Majer—General Hugh A. Drum, The insite Generel, en his recent tour cf 
inspectien, afforded this Depot the pleasure cf its first visit from him on 
March 20th. , 

Lieut. Harry Weddingten, en duty at Love Field, Dallas, Texas, was a crcss- 
ccuntry visitor at the Depet on March 4th, acccmpanied by Hen. H. Wade as 
passenger. - 

Lieut. Lucas V. Beau, Jr., Air Cerps Instructer on duty with. the Colerade 
Naticnal Guard at Denver, visited the Depct on March 5th, bringing in an Oc-H 
for overhaul, and returning en the 6th, ferrying. ancther -02-H te Denver. 

Lieut. Edgar E. Glenn cn duty at Hatbex Field, Muskegee, Okla., arrived 
at the Deoct on March 12th fcr engine change in his 02 plane, returning to 
Muskegee en the 13th. 

In cennecticn with the new 0-19 type airplanes being purchased by the Air 
Corps, three cf this Depct's Engineering Department personnel, Mr. V.d. Myers, 
Shop Superintendent; Mr. R.H. Van Hern, General Machinist; and Mr. C.B. Means, 
Sheet Metal Werker, left the Depet cn March 13th fer twenty days' tempcrary 
duty tc make a study at the factcry cf the Themas-Mcrse Aircraft Cerpceraticn, 
Buffalc, N.Y., cf the ccnstructicn and maintenance cf this type cf plane. 

Lieut. Harry H. Mills cf the Middletcwn Air Depct, Middletcwm, Pa., was a 
visitcr at the Deoct cn March 19th, arriving frem and returning te Ft. Crecketi, 
Texas, by air. 

The fcllcwing airplanes and engines were cverhauled and repaired in the 
Engineering Devartment cf this Depet during February, 1930:- 

Airplanes: Overhaul - 1 A-3, 1 LB-5, 3 P1-D, 2 P1-F, 1 DH-4M-2, 1 DH-4M- 
2P, 3 DH-4M-eT, 3 02, 6 OZ-H, 1 O2-K, 3 PT-3, 3 PT-3aA, Tetal, 28. 

Miscellanecus Repair: 1 A-3, 1 LB-5, 1 C-7, 2 C-9, 1 02, 1 02-M4, 1 0-11, 
1 PT-3A, Tetal, 9. 

Engines: Majcr Overhaul - 19 Curtiss D-12, 22 Wricht J-5, 1 Wright J-6, 
Tetal, 42. Mincr Overhaul - 15 — i Curtiss D-l2, 1 Wright E, 2 Wright 
J-5, 1 Wright J-6, Tetal, 20. 
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Nichels Field, Rizal, P.I., March Sths 





‘24 Observaticn Seuadren: The annual gunmaery and bombing seascn in this 
yp mage ge is well under way. Capt. Giles, Licuts. Backes and Shea are fight- 
2 fer hishest secres. sie 
Lieuts. Homlin and Beckes made a ercess-cevrntry flight cn San Jese, Minderc, 
en February 8tn fer the nurocse cf making repairs te the radic staticn Iccated 
at that place. - ' 
Lieuts. Yeeger and Kemed; made a ercss-ccuntry trip in twe Leening .imphi 
jans te Pclille Seeswy ca the 15th. 

Twe flishts cf three planes each gave elie ond Mrs. Kilner a reusing send- 
eff when ther left vie Islands cn the "Burzenland" en reute tc the U.S., via 
Eurcpe. . 

66th S$ Service Squ~ dren: 1st Lieut. Earl S. Hoag, A.C., was transferred te 
the 2d Observasion Squadre con of Februsry lst and 1st Lieut. Charles Douglas tock 
over Lieut. Heag's duties as Squadron Adjutant. 








Chanute Field, Rantcul, I1ll., April 7th: 





On-the cvening of April lst, a novel party was held at the Officers! Club. 
The arriving vests found themselves ap arently in a miniature Monte Carlo. A 
large roulette wheel occupied the center of the rcom. Distributed about were 
games of Cnuck- A-Luck, Michigan and Black Jack. Guests, upon entering wer 
furnished with »eker chins and identification tegs for markers. It soon trans- 
pired, hovever, that these did me represent monay. The evening proved an ex- 
citing one, the center of interest being the reuletie wheel, operated by Lieut. 
Wood. Prizes were distrituted res “the Winners 3° ‘Mrs - Heald, Licut. Frederick, 
Mrs. Weikert and Lieut. Hildreth. . 

Mrs. C.0. Hobscn, Instructor in Aircraft Instruments, completed a tour of 
temporary duty at the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Daytcn, Ohio, during 
Which time he made a study of the develonment of aircraft instruments. Com- 
plete cconeration by the personnél of the Materiel Division, with whom Mr. Hob- 
son came in centact, resulted in a very successful ‘tour of duty. 

Lieut. Baisley, Air Corps, and Lieut. Seibert, Field Artillery, passed 
threugh this stction in an Q2=Z, en route to Dayten, Chic, Spending a day at 
the Phetograsnic Schcol. Tuey were on the way te secure night phetographic 
equipment in Dayton for use by the Field Artillery Scheol in connection with 
night firing. 


Selfridze Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., April 4th: 








The other day we read an article by Cy Caldwell, reprintéd frem Acro Digest, 
entitled, "Say it with fires", in which he anncunced his electicn as an honer- 
ary fireman and extended an invitaticn tc attend thea fearless fire-fighters! 
flaming frolic which was te be held amidst the ruins cf the next burned hangar. 

We sincerely hope no one else is forwarding a similer invitation, for we 
now have a verfectly geod recom for Cy and his brother firemen. It all occurred 
between 12:30 and 1:00 ctclock, Tuesday, March 18th. A wind raging in velocity 
from 22 to 31 miles per heur aided the fire greatly - needless to say, Selfridge 
Field is new say one hangar. 

If the coming of néw ships heralds Spring, we here’ could certainly lock 
forward to pleasant weather. -From present indications, however, it would ap~ 
pear that ow eighteen P-123's and thirtcen 0-193's (due to arrive very very 
soon) will have to mount skiis in crder to slide in. 

Major Rerce and his flight of 22 P-1's had considerable trouble getting 
Started on the Snoring Maneuvers. The flight was ferced back to Selfridge Field 
on three different occasions br blizzards and heavy snows. The fourth trial 
Was successful, and the Major and his flight are now at Mather Field. 

Two teams from Selfridge Field, in charge of 1st Lieut. F.A. Johnson, 
participated in the Sixth Corps Area Indcor Athletic Mect at Jefferson Barracks 
Missouri, ou March 24th. The besketball team, composed of Staff Sgt. Freedlwd, 
57th Service Squadron; Sgt. McGinnis, 15th Observation Squadron; Cpl. Saums 

leacquarters; Pvts. Mcrrin, 15th; Gagnier, Everett and Hughes, 57th; and Sgt. 
Skinner, Heac.quarters, defeated the teams representing Ft. Sheridan, Jefferson 
Barracks and Scott Field, to win third place. The only game lost was to the 
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Ft. Wayne tcam, winner of the championshin, and ‘that doesn't hurt so bad when | 
One considers the drubbing we cave them earlier in the season. 

The boxing team, composed of Sgt. McConnaoughey, Pvts. Murray, Ellett, 
Scheib and Bresner, placed one man, Bresneér who won the Sixth Corps Area bantan 
Weight chamicnship’. 

Two accidents marred the team's chances for the championship = the first 
when Scheib breke a rib in training the dav before the meet and the second whoy 
Murray broke his hand in the semi-finals. It will be a different story ‘next 
year, 

e7th Pursuit Squadron, A.C.: Four newly appointed Reserve Officers were 
assigned to tho 27th Squadron. They ere Licuts. Reid, Thompson, Davis and 
McGuire. 

At prescnt there are but eight officers and four P-1's vresent in the 
Squadron, tie remaining nersonnel and equinment being at Mather Field partici» 
pating in maneuvers. Livuts. Yost, Brown, Morgan, LeMay and Smith flew P-16's 
to Sacramente as part ef the first provisional squadron led by Major Royce. 

Lieuts. Elliott, Boatner, Ramey, Sillin and Straubol went by rail to 
Seattle, Was2., to accept new Bceing P-12B's. These planes were flown to 
Rockwell Field fer mechanical check-up, thence to Mather Field to form wart of 
the second orovisicnal Pursuit Squadron, led by Capt. Victor H. Strahm. One 
P-12 was damaged in flight test at Seattle, leaving Lieut. Harrington Waiting 
at Selfridge several weeks for crders te proceed te get the last of the con- 
tingent of 18 planes. 

Staff Sgt. Lawrence and Redifer, Sgis. Rese and Edmonds and Cpl. Baum- 
gartner were cncsen from tnis squadron to make the trip to Sacramente by 
transport. . 

94th Pursuit Squadren,A.C.:  *‘ Lieuts. Jchnsen, Harding, Rhudy, Lowry and 
Belen went tc Scattle, Wash., by train te ferry a ccnsignment of P-l2's from 
the Boeing factcry te Sacramentce fer the Spring maneuvers. Upen ccmpleticn cf 
this missicn they will bring the P-12's back to Selfridge Field. 

Lieuts. Wurtsmith, Alexander, Underhill, Garrisen, Vaupre, Andersen, Autcn, 
Tellman and McLellan, flew cut with the Grcup. 

Lieuts. McCennell, A.T. Jchnsen, Crabb and Feldmann are the new Reserve 
cfficers in the squadren whe recently cempleted a ccurse cf instructicn at 
Kelly Field. 

Licut. Coad is pileting cne cf the carge planes cn the Sacramente flight. 
Staff Sgt. William S. Kingsley was transferred frem the Sixth Pursuit 
Greup te the 94th. He will take up his duties here as segn as his twe menths! 

leave is up. 

Staff Set. William E. Pepo and Frank Skrebacke were »vremcted te the ernde 
cf technical sergeant. 

o7th Servico Equadren, A.C.: During the greater part cf the menth, the 
crganizaticna Wn: as busy as the orcverbial cranberry merchant, due te the de- 
mands ef the voricus Pursuit squadrens that wanted werk dene befcre departure 
ef the Greup fcr Mother Field. Crcnsequently, it was with a sigh cf relief that 
the 57th aatchec the Greup finally take cff fer Califernia. 

We are new the preud pessessers cf the bantam weight crewn cf the Sixth 
Cerps Area. P.F.C. Bresner just returned frem Jefferscn Barracks With the title 
tucked under his arm. He is new scanning the herizen in serch cf new werlds 
te cengquor. ae 

There were numercus premecticns during March. Pvts. lst Cl. Winter, Filli- 
berti and Buckloy were appeinted ccrpecrals; Cpls. McMillen, Sweitlewski and 
Landry were made sorgeants; Sgt. McCcnnaughey is new a steff sergeant, and 
Staff Sgt. Callaghan was premeted te the grade cf technical sergeant; Toch.Sgi. 
Cedy Daltcn was transferred tc the 17th Pursuit Squadren and made a master 
Sergeant in tho bargain. ; 

















37th Divisicn Aviaticn, March 27th: 


The ened im inspecticn of the 37th Divisicn Air Crrps, Ohic Naticnal 
Guerd,:w1s held at the Municipal Airpcrt, Cleveland, Ohic, cn March 21st and 
23d. Majer Muhlenberg, A.C., U.S. Army, Air Officer of the 5th’ Cerps Area, 
Staticned- at Cclumbus, inspected the cutfit. 

Out cf a ictal enlisted strength cf 90 in the. squadren, the Medical Secticn 
and the Phctcgraphic Secticn, cnly 9 men were absent. Out cf a tetal cfficer 
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strength in the three secticns cf 23, 4 were absent. 
The cfficers cf the Squadrcn ore perferming their regular menthly flying 
put are cnls getting in a minimum number cf heurs becouse cf the middy eerie 
ef the scuth sice cf the inde The flrinz equipment cf the Squadrcn new ccn- 
sists cf cight ships, five Deuglas 0-2's, cne Deuglas O2-K and tric Censclidated 
pT'ts. In additicn, Liout. Cumaings, the Arrgy Instructcr assigned te the Squad- 
ren, hes his cvm Deuglas 02. Liout: Cummings just returned frem a twe menths! 
leave spent in Flrrida, where he did seme flying cccasicnally between Jackscn- 
ville and Miomi. 3 
Lieut. Butler ef the Phetosraphic Section, narrowly missed a fatal trip a 
few davSs ago wnen a shert delay caused him to miss the flicht of a Curtiss 
flying service Rodin during which two men were killed. 


Air Corps, Connecticut National Guard, Hartford, Conn., March 29th 








With the ccming of Spring cross-country flying is taking on a new lease of 
life. Our »vilots are giving our Observers plenty of work, and I don't mean may~- 
be. Incidental’s, the pilots are adding hours to their flying time Which, dur- 
ing the cold New England winters, suffers quite a shrinkage 

‘General William Ff, Ladd, former Commander cf the 118th Observation Squad- 
ron, and Major Hubert Johnson went to Bridgeport, Conn., last week to confer 
with the officers of the 242d Ceast Artillery in »reparation for Tow-Target 
practice this summer. The Artillery officers are all "5epped" up in anticipa- 
tion of the practice. 

Lieut. Raymond F. Holtz, assistant te our Flight Surgeon, Capt. Smith, . 
leaves in Aoril for Kelly Field where he will spend six months studying Aviation 
Medicine. Wacn he returns we will have two full-fledged Flight Surgeens at- 
tached to cur Squadron. With all this medical artnet surrounding us, we 
better lock cut cr Someone will get-.hurt. 

Last winter all of our enlisted persennel was given the opportunity of tek- 
ing-the ccerres pendence courses leading te a commission as an Observer. Four cf 
them have secn the battle threugh and are now fast getting in the required 
flying time. ae. . 

On Marci 17th, Capt. Knex, whe is alse State Aviatien Commissicner, and 
Capt. Generous, his Deputy, tozether with Lieuts. Mills, Wright, Yeomans and 
Sgt. Young, flew to Providence, R.I., to attend the spring conference of Air- 
port Managers. On the 18th they centinued on to-Beston to participate in the 
meeting of the Avi ation Section of the New:England Council, waich is perfecting 
plans for on Air Tovr in May. Lieut. Mills presided at the Providence meeting 
and Cant. Knox was ene of the vnrincipal speakers. 





Mitchel Field, L: Le. Mets. Merch 15tns ** 


‘The social calender ate) Mitchel Field is being enhanced twice a month by 
bridge parties held in-the Officers! Clup, and they are proving an ever increas-~ 
ing source cf pleasure to-all those who are in the habit of attending. Winning 
and losing, howcver, is a Secondary matter. The sood fun‘had by all is our 
chief enjoyment, and. as yet we have found no substitute as & pleasant means of 
keoping in touch with ene another. 

Lieut.-Cel. Charles L. Scott, (Cav.) who has : sienis as Quartermaster on 
this Pest since June, 1929, denarted to eventually become the Director of the 
Cavalry Schocl at'Ft. Riley, Kansas. He will: proceed to that station after on 
extended conference with the Cnief ‘of Cavalry in Washington. -It-was with great 
regret that we sow him depart fer he proved himself +o be a-very likeable pcr- 
Sen, an efficient Quartermaster, and an unoeralleled riding master for the 
Children. He will be vec atens by Major Drury Mitchell, (Q.M.) who is-en route 
from the Philis>ines : 

Lieut .-Col. Goratd C. Srint, (ae2.) tostier Cormanding Officer of Crissy 
Field and kewser of the Golden Gate, just reported here at litchel Field to 
teke up his Guties as Group ond Post Executive Officor. Col. Brant, known as 
"Jorry" te nis intimates, is woll thought ef turcughcut the Air Cerps, and we 
are excesdingl:; hanpy te have ‘him here ameng us. 

Teking the cue frem Mark Lewis, whe recently meved cn the Pest with his 
very now ond very pretty wife, Liouts. Mewer and Baylor denned their sevens 
lengue tects ana sre cff te the races.. Jee Bayler scems tc prefer the lccal 
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terrain and talent in exercising his wiles, but net se Brether Mcwer. Reygeris 
of his progress are still very indefinite but, accerding to the latest vress 
bulletin from the Times, he is upreoting the whole countryside. He has, so the 
gOSsip goes, corraled the fairest in the land, and will soon be back to let us 
in on the secret of his success. 

A later news bulletin says that he has set the date on the 8th of April. 
We'll let vou in on that at the next sitting. 

Mitchel Field has a haunted house. The operator knows it only as the 
haunted house and calls it such. Leundry and tailor tickets are labeled "hauni. 
ed house", Pecenel vcint at it across the far reaches of Mitchel Field and 
Whisper,"haunted heuse"t Strange ncises are heard at night - erie shricks - 
lights flash en and off - the wind moans and decrs swing to andfro. 

In days cf the past, it was the reputebdle residence cf one,Major March. 
It was an attractive white house behind the hesnital, but time has taken its 
roll and now it stands a crim remnant of a better day. 

Today, if cne were to watch close enough, he wight see as many as from 
one to fourtcen shave-tail ghosts flitting to and from tnis den bent on their 
ghoulish missions. He might then understand the reason for the strange noises 
and the flickering lights. Yea, such is the price that a bachelor pays. On 
taking up cur abode in this den of iniquity we dubbed it the "haunted house", 
and in it we wile away many a cheerful evening with all the spirits confined. 
in the attic - meaning ghosts. Only when all the lights are turned low do 
they descend and gather around the last embers in the fireplace. 


Rockwell Field, Corcenado, Calif., March 28th: 





The past several weeks have been extremely busy and interesting for 
Rockwell Field in preparation for Air Corps Maneuvers to be held at Mather 
Field, Sacramento, Calif., April lst to 24th, and in addition to the visit of 
many high ranking dignitaries of the Army. 

Brigadier-Goneral William EB. Gillmore, Assistant Chief of the Air Corps, 
arrived at Reckwell Field, March 25th, accompanied by members of his starf, 
the party coming in four »lanes. General Gillmore, who. is in charge of Air 
Corps Maneuvers new being held at Mather Field, made an inspection of the field 
and depot while here. The General left Rockwell Field, March 27th, for Mather 
Field, via los Angeles. 

Major-General Hugh A. Drum, newly apnointed Inspector General of the 
United States Army, arrived at Rockwell Field, March 26th, for a brief tour 
of inspection of local military, establishments in this vicinity. 

General Drum was accompanied to Rockwell Field by Major Sneed and, upon 
his arrival, he inspected the Guard of Honor, the 7th Bombardment Group under 
the command of Major Carl Spatz, and then witnessed an aerial review, which 
was held in his honor. He then inspected the Rockwell Air Depot in detail, 
manifesting a considerable interest in the various departments and met0ds. 
He then inspected the enlisted men's mess and cantonments, after which he pro- 
ceeded to Fert Rosecrans, where he reviewed the Coast Artillery and Cavatry 
units staticned at that post. 

Col. Isaac Newell, General Staff Cerys, Chief of Staff, Ninth Corps Area, 
arrived at Reckwell Field, March 24th, fer purpose of inspecting training, 
administrative and supply matters. 

Rockwell Field was busy the past menth ferrying supplies, persennel,ctc., 
te Mather Field, in connection with the Combined Air Corps Field Exercisus. 

lst Lieut. 0.P. Kane, Depot Supply Officer of the Rockwell Air Depot, was 
designated as Air Corps Supply Officer for the Exercises at Mather Field, anc 
has been there since March lst, preparing for supplies to be used in connection 
therewith. 

A squadren of five Transvort planes left Reckwell Field, daily, on a rcwd 
trip flight tc Mather Field, returning here about dusk. Each plane carried a 
maximum load cf avpr -oximately 1100 pounds, consisting of material and supplies 
needed at Mather Field for the Maneuvers, and the purpose of the flights was 
to determine the dependability of the Transport in ferrving supplies. 

Reckwell Field's queta ef planes for the Maneuvers censists cf 22 Pursuit 
planes from the 95th Pursuit Squadron and four Bembers frem the llth Bembard- 
ment Squadren, all under the cemmand of Major Carl Spatz, Greup Cemmander.. 
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The planes and cemmissicened and enlisted persennel left Reckwell Field 
early March 29th, fer Mather, in crder tc yarticipate in Ccmbdined Air Ccros 
Field Excrcisc 

fe) 


Reckwoll Field has suyslied a tctal cf 47 enlisted men fer 
these Exercis 


Mr. Edvard G. Lupten, Sunt. cf the Aerc Reovair, and Messrs. Leuis Hynding 
and James 8. Krull, alse ef the Acre Pepair, Reckwell Air Depct, left March llth 
fer Buffale, New Yerk, cn tempcrary duty, reperting tc the Air Cerps Represcen- 
tative at tac fectery of the Themas-lcrse Aircraft Crrocratien fer a ceurse cf 
instruction in the censtructicn and maintenance cf 0-19 tzpe airplanes being 
purchased en Air Ccros ecntract.. 
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